
KADUNAKADUNA

JOURNAL OF JOURNAL OF 

POLITICAL SCIENCEPOLITICAL SCIENCE
Vol. 8,  No.                  December , 0252 2 S 4 - 5IS N: 2 08 51 4

Published By:

 

Kaduna State University, Kaduna- Nigeria

Department of Political Science and International Relations



EFFECTS OF FARMER-HERDER CONFLICTS ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
ACTIVITIES IN KOGI STATE

NASIR TAJUDEEN OMEIZA AND ISA DAUDA

Abstract
Since the independence of Nigeria in 1960, farmer-herder conflicts 
have bedeviled the country and Kogi state is one of the states that is 
experiencing the conflicts due to its farming activities. The 
conflicts had led to the killings of several people, displaced people 
from their homes and destruction of property worth billions of 
naira, disrupted peace, stability and retarded economic activities 
of the state. Despite government intervention and the inclusion of 
traditional rulers, incessant attacks by the herdsmen still persisted 
unabatedly in the state with humanitarian catastrophes, 
particularly in the Eastern and Western parts of the state. It is 
within this context that this paper assessed the socio-economic 
effects of the conflicts with a view to suggest a sustainable solution 
to the crisis. The Frustration and Aggression Theory was used as a 
Theoretical framework for analysis. The study utilised qualitative 
method of data collection and observed that the herdsmen 
aggressive and violent attacks on rural communities are driven by 
the quests for economic resources such as pasture, water, land 
titles and territorial space, thus, some of the crop farmers became 
frustrated by the killings of their relations, displacement from their 
homes and means of livelihood (farms), hence, they sometimes 
seize and kill the wandering cattle. The study concludes that 
having the herders concentrated in a particular place (Zango) 
through a legislation would reduce the conflicts usually 
experienced between farmers and the Fulani herders in the state. 
There is a need to re-introduce the cattle tax (Jangali) so that 
government would know the number of cattle in the state for the tax 
and at the same time takes care of their needs after having their 
proper records across the state, a committee comprising the 
members of the association of farmers, cattle breeders and 
government representative be set up to strengthen the relationship 
in the state among other recommendations.

Keywords: Farmers, Herders, Cattle, Ranches, Crops, Climate Change, 
Armed Conflict. 
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Introduction

Right from the beginning of Nigeria's independence in 1960, she has experienced series 

of political and ethno-religious conflicts including the civil war. The crop farmers and 

herders' clashes in the North- Central comprising Benue, Kwara, Nassarawa, Plateau, 

Niger, Federal Capital Territory (FCT), and Kogi State. Nigeria has various nationalities 

and ethnic groups, many of which had little previous contact, with the Hausa Fulani, 

Igbo, and Yoruba as the major ethnic groups in it. Nigeria also comprises of over 371 

ethnic nationalities and other ethnic groups called the minorities with the Northern 

Protectorate until 1914 amalgamation which brought the north and south as one Nigeria. 

It however, did not address the issue of sense of belonging or citizenship in the new geo-

political space. One manifestation of this challenge is the extent to which all component 

units feel part of or been alienated or disenfranchised. The unresolved issue of 

citizenship has been the reason for the upsurge of ethnic and religious conflicts and 

attendant killings that have characterised the civil rule in Nigeria and the north in 

particular (Reuben, 2021).

The continued struggle for identity has become a recurring dilemma in these zones, the 

north-west and north-central particularly despite being in the civil system. The north-

central being the buffer zone between the north, east and the west and as such, a 

stabilizing factor. The Federal Ministry of Information and National Orientation pointed 

out the importance of this region as crucial and strategic in the Nigerian project. The 

north-central is strategically located such that it provides the vital link between the north 

and south and by implication, a buffer for unity and stability of the country. The 

composition of the zone is such that its conflict can easily spill to other parts. By its 

location, any conflict in the area would impact the movement of goods across the 

country and consequently affect the socio-economic activities and development of the 

country, as a considerable proportion of yam, rice and indeed, vegetable and fruits are 

produced in this region. This strategic position of the zone further explains why there is 

usually a spirited contest between the three ethnic groups to gain political strong hold in 

the north-central, hence the politics of the region is further complicated by the sheer 

number of ethnic groups, put at 180 in all and each struggling for identity (Reuben, 

2021).

The Nigerian and International Media have described the frequent clashes as religious 

and eruptions involve disputes between the neighboring ethnic groups over land and 
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access to political office, because of the sheer number of ethnic groups in the central 

region, identity conflict and contestation over citizenship are regular and fierce making 

the region one in constant ferment. The unresolved issue of citizenship is recurring as 

ethnic and religious violence have come to occupy the centre stage; hence, some 

scholars have attributed this rise to the unrelenting economic adversity and contest for 

access to political and material advantages, it has spurred among various ethnic and 

religious groups. There are various ethno-religious groups' explanation for crisis of 

citizenship and their various context (Egwu & Chinwe, 2016; Reuben, 2021).

There are instances where herders were attacked unjustly and their herds killed and 

property destroyed in the study area. For instance, in 2019, daily Trust reported the 

killing of 11 herdsmen resident in Yagba West, Omala, Dekina and Igala Mela Local 

Government Areas of Kogi State. The Secretary of Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders 

Association Kogi Chapter of Nigeria revealed the number during emergency meeting 

with stakeholders and confirmed by the special adviser to the then Governor Yahya 

Bello, that after the alleged killing of a farmer in his farm by unidentified gunman, some 

people took the laws into their hands in a reprisal attack and killed some innocent 

Fulanis who resided in some communities in the Local Government and dumped their 

corpses in Omi Dam and three corpses of Fulanis were found in Oluja Community in 

Dekina Local Government; while their cows were killed by unknown gunmen. The 

report revealed that Omiyowo, Ogar, Ejigba and Dekina recorded high rate of killings of 

innocent citizens and loss of properties in the areas (Sule, 2019).

 Another newspaper reported that suspected herdsmen attached two communities of 

Bagana and Patani in Omala Local Government at night killing eight persons and 

several houses and property destroyed for several hours, thus Oganenigu community 

and its environs were deserted into various Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) camp 

(Jimoh, 2019). It is against this background that this study seeks to investigate the effects 

of farmer-herder conflict on socio-economic activities of Kogi State with a view to 

suggest a viable solution in order to end the conflict and suspicion of one another in the 

state.   

Statement of the Problem 

Ethno-religious conflict in Nigeria has been a recurring problem in the country and 

several efforts have been made by the government, stakeholders and individuals who are 
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influential in these societies and yet still lingers. Farmer and herder clashes which is one 

of these crises is an issue that have lingered for a long time and deserve an urgent 

attention particularly now that formal lifting of electioneering campaigns is about to 

commence as it is one of the tools politicians use to cause crisis in the country and the 

study area in particular.  

Literature Review

The North-Central zone and North-West have had frequent clashes between farmers and 

herders. This is due to their crops being eaten by the herds, hence the attacks and there 

have been reported cases where bandits disguised as Fulani herdsmen to wreak havoc on 

communities and it has stressed and strained relationships between communities that 

have shared the same ecology, environmental resources and habitat amicably for several 

generations (Yahaya, 2021). The frequent attacks have further compounded the security 

situation in the country and Kogi State in particular.

 Herders promote their economic interest through grazing of their herds anywhere there 

is grasses including sometimes farmlands where crops are just germinating; or fully 

matured and ready for harvesting, or even harvested crops still on the farm lands, hence, 

the crisis can be traced to demographic implosion in the North, desertification, reduction 

in water reserves among other reasons (Gbadegesin, 2018).

In an effort to resolve the frequent conflict between farmers and herders in the country 

came a proposal of settling the herders as a pragmatic step towards the resolution of the 

problems with grazing reserves, cattle colonies and ranches (Ingawa, et al, 1989). 

Government needs to evaluate these proposals in consultations with the stakeholders in 

the area of herds business with a view to have a just position in the interest of both the 

farmers and the herders across the country.

The issue of herders invading farmlands and destroying crops, most especially during 

the dry season has been a serious concern to many because it has become one of most 

Nigeria's persistent security problems and has left thousands of people dead in recent 

decades. It is important for government to take a critical look at it to find lasting 

solutions to the problem as innocent lives are being lost on both sides most especially the 

troubled areas of North-Central and North-Wester parts of the country (Bonga, 2017 

cited in Yahaya, 2021)
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Report shows the evolution was complemented with the provision of affordable 

trypanocides, which provided a coping means for the herders in the tsetse-infested 

humid regions of southern Nigeria. Thus, the period from May to September, during the 

rainy season, has been identified as the intense period of clashes between pastoralists 

and farmers over arable, particularly when they take the herds northwards as the 

vegetation begin to appear. These clashes result from the invasion of the arable land by 

the cattle during this peak season of crop production (Beetse, 2018 cited in Reuben, 

2021).

 The conflict is also affecting national as it is causing unnecessary hatred between and 

among various ethnic groups and has led to loss of lives and property worth millions of 

naira. It has disrupted socio-economic, religious and educational activities, political 

instability and threatened the national unity of Nigeria, national cohesion and bond have 

been threatened, when unification among ethnic groups is distorted, the result manifests 

itself on other aspects in the country ranging from political, economic and social aspects 

of life (Adejoh, et al,2025).  

 Farmer-herder clashes has also produced ethnic militia in the country and they exist 

with the sole aim of protecting its values and people and also projecting their interest by 

threatening the governance of the country (Reuben, 2012).

National integration relates to the building of nation-states out of disparate socio-

economic, religious, ethnic and geographical elements. With the current desperation of 

the farmers and herders' conflict in Nigeria, the dispensation of the socio-economic, 

religious, ethnic etc., have been waved and debunked by the conflict. The spirit of 

nationalism is killed and that of ethnic sentiment is adopted (Ogoh, 2015). 

Different farmers and herders occupy the agricultural and pastoral areas as hundreds of 

ethnic groups, each appealing one or more production system based on some crops. 

Livestock and sometimes fish, wild animal or plants. These systems are differentiated 

from the social, organization. Population mobility, the condition of land and other 

resources tenure, land use technology, economic specialization, most especially 

between crops and livestock and other variables (Mortimone, 1998).
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Economic and Development sanity interrogated the seeming impossible growth in 

population and the global land resources in sufficiency in the achievement of food 

production to feed the geometric increase of the population. The existing problem of 

insufficiency added to creeping of lands, crops and animals' devastation that generated 

crisis of an impossible dialogue between and among farmers and herdsmen on food and 

animal production in Nigeria (PAO, 1984 cited in Reuben, 2021).

Land that is insufficient to be accessed and used is contested for by the farmer and 

herdsmen, the process of the context resulted into conflict over access and uses that has 

short- and long-term effect on crops and animal production which will further reduce 

sufficiency and sustainability, in North, animal and food crops production in Nigeria 

which will be the best for the system. Today, there is hunger in the land because there is 

insufficiency of food because of banditry and kidnappings and most farmers are no 

longer going to the farms (Adejoh,et al 2025). 

Recent farmers and herdsmen conflict results from the resources utilization and 

management between and among pastoralists/farmers over access to resources and wet 

land and conflict over administration and management that meant conflict over access 

and uses in the Northern part of Nigeria (Reuben,2021; Adejoh, et al, 2025).

The displacement of the pastoralist has a greater effect on the level of herdsmen 

productivity. In response, the herders adopted alternative strategies for grazing 

livestock and started embarking on the medium to long range trans humane in sea rub of 

livestock feeds both during the wet season while during the dry season, the pastoralists 

are pushed to the wet land areas and the more humid southern zones. While moving to 

these wetland areas of the south and herders encounter problem of inadequacy of stock 

routes and resting pants thus, leading to destruction of crops (Agro-services, 1991-

2012). Farmers see the pastoralists deliberately destroying the unharvested crop and 

pastoralist sees farmers as encroaching on the access route, watering part and grazing 

areas as a direct provocation. Both the pastoralist and farmer become hardened and 

volatile, the cordial relationship that existed quickly disappeared, hatred continue to 

grow and violent conflict in many states and areas erupted (Reuben, 2021).

The gradual worsening of the conflict and their non-resolution started in the early 1980s 

and continued to escalate in different parts of Northern Nigeria. Violence gradually set 

in and by the mid-1980s violent clashes between pastoralist and farmers had taken an 
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unpresented form leading to misunderstanding and distrust. The inability of the relevant 

stakeholders to address the problem meant that the problem continued to grow and 

escalate. Hadejia (1991) provides an example that in Gure Jigawa State, it started in 

1987 and lasted for three years up to 1989, eleven people were killed, hundreds of others 

wounded and properties worth millions destroyed. Study conducted by Global 

Livestock and Agro Services showed that it was farmer action as annual events of 

conflict between pastoralist and farmers (Adeyolti,2020; Reuben, 2021).

Northern Nigeria has several dams and irrigation outlets that were constructed in the 

1970s and 1980s, to harvest the potential of the wet land with significant socio-

economic implications. The development of improving agricultural production has 

resulted to wide scale conflict. The most volatile of these was recorded during the 

construction of the Bakkori dam, where resident refused to relocate and force had to be 

applied. The construction of the Usman Dammin FCT led to wide scale relocation of 

people with significant effects within socio-economic livelihood (Reuben, 2021).

The flooded area within the flood plains is greatly reduced by the damming rivers. 

Flooding is very significant in semi-arid zones because it permits cultivation of rice, 

vegetable, fish, livestock and fuel-wood in other wise hospitable environment. 

Furthermore, the development of large-scale irrigation   project as water promotion of 

small-scale irrigation along river valley, the pastoralist had lost a valuation dry season 

grazing resources, the wet land that supplied the fresh pasture during the dry season 

(Hadejia,1991), hence the two factors gradually led to clashes between pastoralist and 

farmer over access to gazing areas and watering point as well as landing increase in 

destruction of crop by animals (Bello, 2017; Reuben, 2021).

Theoretical Framework

Frustration and Aggression Theory was adopted in this work which provide an insight 

on the aggressive behaviour of the herdsmen and frustration of the crop owners. The 

main thrust of the theory is “Frustration often leads to aggressive behaviour (Dollard, 

Doob, Miller, Morer, and Sears, 1939).

The herdsmen became frustrated due to lack of Government's provision for them and 

attention, the activities of cattle rustlers and kidnappers hence taken their herds to 

destroy farms in order to seek attention of government. Crop farmers on the other hand 
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sometimes, out of frustration seize and killed the herders wandering cows that graze on 

their farms. The consequences of these acts are attack on the communities as a form of 

revenge or avenge the death of their relations that were killed. There are reports showing 

that they are sometimes unjustly attacked for a crime they do not know about, coupled 

with some state government law that frustrated them out of the place which they 

regarded as infringement on their fundamental human rights and the ECOWAS free 

movement Protocol for Member States, hence the aggression (Oluwajuitan, 2018; Sule, 

2019).  

Similarly, due to population explosion, desertification, and the increased demands to 

meet their socio-economic and political needs, the herdsmen became frustrated and the 

farmers crops became the option to feed their herds, hence the conflicts.

The theory is relevant as it explains the frustration of both the herders and farmers and 

the aggression that resulted from the encounter hence the conflict ensued between the 

two parties i.e the herders and farmers in Nigeria.

Methodology

This study adopts qualitative method of data collection which includes; the information 

sourced from the textbooks in print and data base, journal articles, book of proceedings, 

newspapers, a literature-based and Key Informant Interview (KII) and Focused Group 

Discussion (FGD) was also utilized in the paper in order to come up with the findings 

and recommendations.

Incidences of Farmer/Herder Clashes in Kogi State

There are several reports of clashes between farmers and herders in Kogi State resulting 

to deaths from both parties. For instance, the Guardian report on Sunday,22 April, 2018 

and confirmed by the police, the invasion and killing of 10 persons suspected to be 

herdsmen attacked Kpanche community in Bassa Local Government Area of Kogi 

State. The Commissioner of police, Ali Janga, told newsmen that the dead included five 

residents of the community while five of the gunmen were killed during the cross fire 

with security agents and weapons were recovered. According to him, five houses and 

unspecified number of vehicles, tricycles, motorcycles and other properties were set 

ablaze (Sule,2019).
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In another development, leaders of Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders Association of Nigeria 
in Kogi State disclosed at the Government House, Lokoja, during an emergency security 
meeting with the governor and disclosed that 15 Fulanis were killed by unknown 
persons at Yagba West, Omala, Dekina and Igala Mela Local Government Areas of Kogi 
State. The secretary of the association in charge of Yagba West, Mohammed Mainasara, 
said 11 Fulani residents in the community were killed. The killing of a farmer, Ariyo 
Aina at Ogga Community in Yagba West by suspected herdsmen had resulted in reprisal 
attacks on Fulani communities in which about 10 lives were reportedly lost and some 
cows missing and government arrested four (4) persons in connection with the incident 
(Sule,2019).

Another newspaper reported that suspected herdsmen attacked two communities of 
Bagana and Patani in Omala Local Government area and several houses were burnt 
down with unconfirmed report indicating that eight lives were lost in the attack. 
However, anxiety gripped Abejukolo residents and environs as they got hints that they 
are the next target, Obakume, then Oga and Oganigwe. Thus, Oganigwe Community 
and its environs were deserted into various Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) camp 
(Jimoh, 2019). 

In April, 2024, at least 21 people were killed by herdsmen in Omala Local government 
area of Kogi state. The attack was a reprisal by Fulani Herders after the villagers, three 
days before killed six of them including two children. Local resident Atabor Julious said 
up to 100 herdsmen attacked the village on a Thursday and started shooting sporadically, 
adding that 19 bodies were recovered after the incident with an additional 15 found on 
Friday morning. The violence is part of a larger pattern of clashes between farmers and 
herders in the region, fueled by competition for land resources and exacerbated by 
ethnic and religious divisions (Business Day, 2024).

Due to constant clashes between farmers and herders in the state, and to ensures peaceful 
coexistence, government of Kogi State has inaugurated a 17-member conflict 

st
prevention and resolution committee in Lokoja on 21  August, 2025, charged with the 
responsibility to check, regulate and monitor the movement of herdsmen and their 
livestock along the stock routes to prevent farmer-herder clashes. Similarly, the 
committee is to encourage disputing parties to resolve their differences amicably by 
facilitating settlements of disputes between farmers and herders, as well as determining 
compensation for any party who suffers losses (Ogbekile, A. 2025).
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The committee's function according to Governor Usman Ododo added, is to also ensure 

that farmers do not encroach on any existing tract leading to stream, river or watercourse 

to water livestock. He made it clear that the committee was not put up to antagonize at 

group, either the farmers or the herders. Rather, it confirms that the federal government 

was about to embark on the delineation of cattle routes (Ogbekile, 2025).  

Socio-Economic Effects of Farmer-herder Clashes in Kogi State

Farmer -Herder clashes in Kogi State is an issue that should concern all Nigerians 

because Kogi State is strategic in the structure of the country as no one can move from 

the north to southern parts of the country and vice versa without passing through the 

state. The problem has resulted to the slow down the socio-economic activities of the 

state. Thus:

 As a result of farmer/herder conflict, it has resulted to scarcity of food and high-

rise price of available ones. Kogi State is a civil service and agrarian state and 

these frequent clashes have dealt a blow on the food production of the state, 

hence the high price of foodstuff today in the state (Adejoh, et al, 2025).

Activities such as schools, markets, hospitals are always closed as people have deserted 

the areas to the nearest Internally Displace Person's Camp (IDPs) which mostly occur in 

the eastern parts of the state. Mostly affected are the women and children. It usually 

takes time before returning back to the area and these children must have missed a lot of 

things in studies compared to their counterparts in other parts of the country. The issue of 

hospital is restricted to the camps which is not adequate for it (Okoli, 2017; Adejoh. et al, 

2025; Ukoh, 2020).

Another effect is that the money that would have been generated are lost because of the 

frequent clashes, particularly the western and the eastern parts of the state. Also, the 

resource the state would have used to channel into the economy is used for the security 

challenges in the state (Ukoh, 2020).

Not all the people that abandon their homes or the area would come back hence they 

have abandoned the farming profession in the area to another place. Alot of people are 

moving from the hinter land to the city and to other States because of insecurity which 

farmer/herder clashes is one. It should be noted that most of these people are youths of 

productive age whose main occupation is farming and trading as this is the major area 
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one can earn a living apart from the civil serve that cannot absorb up to 25% of the able 

but not employed in the state. These relocations mean abandoning the farming activities 

for something less in the city or elsewhere (Okoli, 2017).

The clashes are creating a situation where the herders are seen as not part of the areas 

even though they have lived in the state for a long time as a result of this development. 

This is not healthy for the development of the state and the country as it is compounding 

the existing security challenges (Olaiya, 2020).

The frequent clashes are complicating the problem of investments in the state. It has 

provided a hostile environment for both local and foreign investment. Nobody would 

want to invest his resources in an uncertain condition, a situation where one can easily be 

attacked in the community. There are enormous opportunities in the state to boost the 

socio-economic activities especially in the area of agriculture such as yam, cassava, 

water yam, fish farming, among others. These are capable of boosting the Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP); provide sources of livelihood through job opportunities and 

provision of large-scale products and services in these communities (Habib, 2020).

 

The residents in these communities are generally living in fear due to the frequent 

clashes and destruction of property and burning of houses, barn destroyed and the 

people in the community would have to look for where to hide their heads for a while 

before they return to their villages when situation return to normal (Isenyo, 2020).

 Discussion of Findings

The study revealed that both the farmers and herders are protecting their economic 

interests and the conflict has negatively affected the socio-economic activities i.e 

schools, markets, hospitals and even movement from one end to another.

The frequent occurrence of attacks on both the communities i.e farmers and herders are a 

clear demonstration of limited capacity of security agencies like the police, Civil 

Defense and even vigilante group to contain or address the issues.

The study also revealed that there are arms in these communities which corroborated  

(Hazen and Horner, 2007; Nte, 2011 cited in Habib, 2020) who posits that there is a 

direct link between the acquisition of weapons like Small Arms and light Weapons 
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(SALW) and the escalation of conflicts into a full-blown scale war. This has led to the 

underdevelopment of Northern Nigeria, mostly in the economic activities, rendering 

people homeless and refugee in their own country.

Some individuals enrich themselves through peoples' misfortunes. Many people are 

killed on daily basis and government of the day is not doing enough to permanently stop 

it.

Herders suffer most as their wealth is tied to their herds' easy mobility. Pastoralists are 

sometimes seen as conspiring with the unemployed youths in raiding sedentary 

communities, and that could make conflict resolution difficult.  

Agricultural activity is negatively affected where the conflicts occur, thus, farming, is 

disrupted for several farming circles, leading to food insecurity, food shortages, and 

increase in food prices.

Proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapon (SALW) fuel and prolong conflicts and 

makes conflict resolution unattainable.

It is also clear from the revelation of one of the key informants and also from the Focused 

Group Discussion (FGD) that the clashes can be avoided if formal reports are made to 

the leader of the Fulani community in the area on the invasion of farmlands as he did and 

it was thereafter resolved in the central area of Kogi State. The position was replicated in 

the three axis of farming communities, namely, Upogo in Okene area, Ogori Magongo 

and Ajaokuta axis, thus preventing the clashes in these areas.

The study revealed that the man killed in the farm by unknown gunman poisoned the 

cows of one of the herders through cassava days before he was killed in the farm. Thus, 

government need to do more, most especially in the area of intelligence gathering on 

security generally.

Conclusion

There is no doubt that farmer-herders conflict has affected the state, most especially in 

the area of economy. The conflict is driven by competition over scarce resources, land 

crises, climate change, economic disparities, and security concerns. Farmers and 

herders perceive intervention strategies as biased, untimely, and sometimes ineffective, 
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with many expressing skepticisms about government-led solution. Economic factors 

remain a significant trigger for conflict, as farmers rely on land for cultivation, while 

herders depend on grazing areas for livestock sustenance.

Recommendations

1. There is a need to have a standing committee that would outlive the government 

of the day for the prevention and management of conflict of this nature. All 

stakeholders should be a member.

2. There should be a permanent place for herders (Zango) as it is in the central zone 

where reports can directly be made on issues concerning farmers and herders in 

the areas.

3. Security operatives be encouraged to be proactive in handling security issues in 

the state.

4. There is a need to implement clear land tenure policies that define grazing 

routes, ranching system, and farmlands allocations to reduce disparities.

5. To address the economic dimension of the conflict in the interim, farmers and 

herders should be supported with financial incentives by the government, have 

access to credit, and training in alternative livelihood options such as agro-

processing, irrigation farming, and climate-resilient agricultural techniques. 
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