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Abstract
The activities and infrastructure that support the movement of 
people and products are collectively referred to as transportation 
systems. These systems can be generically divided into modes like 
as air, water, rail, and road, each of which has its own fleet of 
vehicles, routes, and operating procedures. The act of robbing and 
plundering by gangs or outlaws, frequently accompanied by 
threats of violence, is referred to as banditry. It includes a variety 
of illegal actions, such as robberies, kidnappings, and other 
violent crimes. Banditry and kidnapping have a strong connection 
to the economic crisis, however terrorism is rather different 
because it is founded on ideology. Stabilizing the economy and 
giving citizens' education first priority are essential for a cohesive 
nation. Thus, the significance of a safe transportation system for 
Nigerian unity was examined in this study.
The study's population is Nigeria, which consists of 36 states, with 
Abuja, Lagos, and Enugu chosen as significant cities from three 
notable zones in Nigeria. The study used basic data collection 
methods, with a total of 300 questionnaires conducted. The survey 
found that a bigger percentage of the selected respondents prefer 
not to travel to Abuja by road due to the high rate of insecurity, 
which has a direct impact on the economy and national unity.
The study indicated that a safe and secure transportation 
infrastructure facilitates regional relationships and promotes 
unity as the adjusted R2 revealed 77% of relationship between the 
predictors' variables and the dependent variable. This means that, 
77% of dependent variables are accounted for or caused by the 
independent variables.

 The research advises that the government address the economic 
underprivileged by closing the enormous gap between the rich and 
the poor, as well as develop a working strategy for expanding 
citizen education.
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Introduction
Transport systems have the function to connect places and allow travel and exchange 
between those places. Nigerian national unity depends on a safe and effective 
transportation system that facilitates the easy movement of people and products 
throughout the nation, promoting social cohesion and economic progress. Development 
is vital and necessary for any country to survive and prosper. A nation is considered 
developed when it can offer its residents a high quality of life. The achievement of a 
higher level of development in a way that makes its population naturally attached to the 
government is also a source of pride for any administration. However, socio-political 
and economic stability are prerequisites for a country to be in a developmental phase 
(Tolu and Abe Oluwatoyin, 2011).

Socioeconomic shifts are intimately linked to transportation systems. At the heart of this 
relationship are the levels of geographical accessibility and the movement of people and 
goods. When transportation infrastructures can meet mobility needs and guarantee 
access to markets and resources, economic opportunities are likely to materialize (Jean, 
Claude, and Brian, 2006). The ability to provide an enhanced, effective, economical, 
accessible, safe, dependable, and integrated transportation system that will benefit the 
country's social, political, and economic sectors is what defines the growth of 
transportation in a country's overall operations. Since the transportation sector is not 
productive in and of itself but is sensitive to pressures generated in the production and 
consuming sectors, all of these roles make it a derived demand.

As a result, trade and distribution are increasingly related to a country's wealth. Even if 
transportation benefits socioeconomic systems, there are drawbacks as well, like traffic 
jams, collisions, and inequalities in mobility (Jean, Claude, and Brian, 2006). A 
prominent yardstick is the insecurity mostly in the northern Nigeria.  In general, the role 
that transportation plays in a country's development can be summed up as follows: 1. 
Infrastructure that improves the physical outlook; 2. Accessibility and facilities that 
increase mobility; 3. Welfare improvement, etc.

This essay examines the degree to which transportation influences the country's 
political, social, and economic advancement. It also looks at the connection between the 
environment and transportation as well as between the two.

Literature Review
Concept of Transport
The Latin words "trans," which means "across," and "portare," which means "carry," are 
the roots of the English word "transport," which is also often used as "transportation." 
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The Merriam Webster Dictionary defines transportation as an action, procedure, or 
situation in which something is being transported or being transported. According to the 
same lexicon, it can also refer to a public transportation system that transports people or 
commodities, particularly as a business venture. Transportation is the practice or 
business of moving products from one location to another, or a system for moving 
people or goods from one location to another, according to the Longman Dictionary of 
Contemporary English (2003). Transportation is the primary activity that can enable 
those living outside of production areas to have access to the goods because consumers 
and production areas are geographically separated. Using roads, railroads, ships, and 
airplanes both domestically and internationally, it transports commodities by power-
driven machinery across land, seas, mountains, etc. (Good and Jebbin, 2015). Von 
Thünen's thesis of the "isolated state" gave way to an open economy through the 
transport system. The foundation of a nation's economic development is its national and 
international transportation infrastructure. By finding areas with advantageous 
production circumstances, a well-developed internal transportation infrastructure 
facilitates the linkage of economic activity.

As a derived need, transportation does not just happen for no reason, and the reasons 
for doing so are not implausible or limited to the following:
i. Interaction in space, ii. Financial objectives and iii. Integration into society
The theory of spatial interaction will include the three reasons in general.
A realized movement of people, goods, or information from one place to another is 
called a spatial interaction. It is a relationship between supply and demand in 
transportation that is represented geographically. According to Jean, Claude, and Brian 
(2006), spatial interactions encompass a broad range of movements, including 
commutes to work, migrations, travel, the use of public facilities, the transfer of capital 
or information, the market regions of retailing operations, international trade, and the 
distribution of freight.

Concept of National Security
Essentially, national insecurity is the condition of a country that does not have enough 
security in many areas, which could endanger its infrastructure, people, and general 
well-being.

Since the return to democracy in 1999, insecurity has emerged as the defining feature of 
the Nigerian political landscape. Its latest surge has taken on a highly dangerous 
dimension that is rapidly slowing down its development and endangering the nation's 
corporate life, (Sheu, 2021).
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It is simple to demonstrate the pervasiveness of insecurity in Nigeria today without 
referencing any authoritative sources. Numerous people have been killed, injured, and 
left homeless as a result of armed robberies, religious riots, ethnic and communal 
conflicts, and other types of social unrest and upheavals. The assassins' bullets have 
killed a large number of Nigerians.

Others have been abducted and only freed after paying a hefty ransom that they may not 
be able to afford. Kidnapping has developed into a rapidly expanding industry that 
provides criminals with millions of Naira every day. While the administration continues 
to be callous, the police and other security forces seem to have been compromised. For 
inexplicable reasons, the billions of Naira that were approved for security at the state and 
federal levels are not being used to address these issues. Despite this atmosphere of 
unease, anxiety, and tension, citizens persisted in carrying out their duties to the current 
government. Similar to this, there are riggings, violence, and disturbance throughout 
electioneering campaigns and the actual election (Oshio, 2019).

In spite of disparities in origin or ideas, national unity is the state of coherence and 
solidarity among the various groups that make up a country, promoting a sense of 
common identity and purpose. It's about uniting individuals from different social 
origins, tribes, cultures, and ethnicities to work toward shared objectives for the good of 
the whole country.

Concept of National Unity
Despite all forms of multiformity inside a nation, including multi-culture, 
multilingualism, and multi-religion, national unity fosters ideas of oneness within the 
country. It helps people in a nation develop a feeling of solidarity, patriotism, 
nationhood, identity, and shared purpose (Ejiroghene, 2021). Promoting national unity 
is therefore essential since a home divided against itself is unsustainable. Additionally, 
Viera (2019) stated that "Without unity, there is no growth, integrity, freedom, and most 
importantly, no patriotism." This is because the slogan "One People, One Nation, One 
Destiny" cannot be achieved without promoting national unity. For any nation to be 
stable and grow, national unity is crucial, and Nigeria is no different.

For any nation hoping to grow and develop, national unity is a crucial topic. The idea of 
national unity must be accepted by any society that hopes to develop and prosper. Terms 
like national integration, national cohesion, and national building are interchangeable 
with the idea of national unity. All of these phrases, meanwhile, are employed to 
describe a point of convergence between various social groups. Furthermore, 
"multiformity," which is expressed in terms of multilingualism, multiculture, 
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multivalues, multiethics, and so on, is a certain aspect of a society.

Therefore, a surefire method of establishing national unity is to reduce or silence the 
voices of diversity within a society and achieve a state of uniformity. According to 
Caplan (2019), national unity is a political construct that represents the will and spirit of 
a group of people who decide to live in a certain geographic area as a single entity for the 
sake of governance and action on behalf of everyone.

Methods
The study was carried out in Nigeria with the selection of three major cities (Lagos, 
Enugu and Abuja). The selection was done purposively across the major zones. There 
are an estimated 15.9 million people living in Lagos, As of 2025, Enugu City is expected 
to have 907,000 residents while Over 4 million people are thought to live in Abuja, the 
capital of Nigeria. Primary source of data collection was employed. Therefore, the study 
randomly selects twenty respondents from each city making a sample size of 900 
respondents. Descriptive statistics and linear regression was used to check the 
relationship between secured transport system and national unity. 

Results & Discussions
Table 1.1
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N Range Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation Skewness

Statistic Statistic Statistic Statistic Statistic Statistic Statistic Std. Error

Sex 300 1.00 1.00 2.00 1.3200 .46726 .776 .141

Education 300 2.00 1.00 3.00 2.5600 .64378 -1.172 .141

Age 300 4.00 1.00

 

5.00

 

2.6833 .76922 -.277 .141

Religion 300 1.00 1.00

 

2.00

 

1.5800 .49438 -.326 .141

Tribe 300 2.00 1.00

 

3.00

 

1.9067 .84874 .179 .141

Inter group conflicts 300 3.00 1.00

 

4.00

 

2.5967 .71813 .502 .141

Social cohesion 300 2.00 1.00 3.00 2.4400 .78429 -.951 .141

Movement restriction 300 2.00 1.00 3.00 1.9900 .68664 .013 .141

Causes of movement 
Restrictions

300 2.00 1.00 3.00 1.5067 .64135 .894 .141

Inter-ethnic marriage 
rate

300 1.00 2.00 3.00 2.7933 .40559 -1.456 .141

Valid N (listwise) 300
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Table 1. 3: ANOVA b
  

Model Sum of Squares Df  Mean Square  F  Sig.  

Regression 168.575 5  33.715  211.746  .000a

Residual 46.812 294  .159    

Total 215.387 299     

Table 1.1 summarizes the ten (10) socio-economic and predictor variables of the sample 
size. Sex (0.46) value is deviated from the 0.5 indication of normality. Education (0.64) 
shows that this variable as adequate impact on the subject matter. Age (0.76) is a 
significant variable in transportation and national unity, as kiddies don't have income to 
travel without guidance from parents or guidance. Religion (0.49) is moderately 
significant in the study because of it peculiarity. The study revealed tribe as the most 
significant variable which valued at 0.84 above the normal 0.5 of standard deviation. 
This implies that, tribal issues have hindered free movement of people that can promote 
national unity. All other predictor variables are above normality that is, they are 
significant expect inter-ethnic marriage (0.40)

Table 1.2 reveals the results of social cohesion between the predictors (causes of 
movement restrictions, movement restrictions, inter-ethnic marriage rate and inter 

2 
group conflicts). The adjusted R revealed 77% of relationship between the predictors' 
variables and the dependent variable. This means that, 77% of dependent variables are 
accounted for or caused by the independent variables.

Table 1.3 shows the analysis of variance which is significant at 0.000 at (0.05) level of 
significance.  A Predictors: (Constant), causes of movement restrictions, movement 
restriction, inter-ethnic marriage rate, inter group conflicts and the dependent Variable,  
social cohesion
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Table 1.2: Model Summary 
 

Model R R Square Adjusted R 

Square  

Std. Error 0f the 

Estimate  

1 .885a .783 .779  .39903  
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Table 1.4 revealed that movement restriction (0.63) and inter-ethnic marriage (0.64) are 
significant at 0.5 level of significance while inter group conflicts (0.032) and causes of 
movement restrictions (0.36) are not significant at 0.5 level of significant. This implies 
that social cohesion largely depends of movement restrictions which in turn affect inter-
ethnic marriage rate. However, movement restrictions have a lot of causes for instance, 
civil unrest and terrorism.    

Conclusion & Recommendation
Based on the aforementioned, it can be said that Nigeria's current surge in insecurity has 
taken on a very dangerous aspect, rapidly reversing the country's progress and 
endangering its corporate survival as a whole. Furthermore, unsecured transportation 
and movement restrictions are detrimental to national unity. Different administrations 
had different approaches on security matters, the rate of insecurity most especially along 
the nation inland transport facilities is reducing with increase in military efforts. The 
idea of securitization should take precedence over the conventional security concepts of 
integrity, internal stability, and sovereignty. Issues that the public views as threats 
should receive the necessary attention, and policies should be developed accordingly. 
Another effective strategy for reducing Nigeria's degree of insecurity on movement is a 
sincere campaign against corruption. 
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Table 1.4:Coefficientsa
 

Model
 

Unstandardized Coefficients
 

Standardized 

Coefficients
 

T
 

Sig.
 

B
 

Std. Error
 

Beta
 

(Constant) 
2.834 .344   8.242  .000  

Movement restriction        -0.075 .037  -.063  -2.131  .034  

Inter group conflicts -0.117 .036  -0.99  -3.262  .001  

Inter-ethnic marriage rate
 

0.250
 

.074
 

0.119
 

3.390
 

.000
 

Causes of movement 

restrictions
 

Social cohesion

 

0.340
 

-0.688

 

.047
 

.039

 

0.257
 

-0.636

 

7.204
 

-17.603

 

.000
 

.000
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