KASUTTOURNAL OF
SECURITY AND
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

VOL. 2, No.1 DECEMBER, 2025 ISSN: 3092-8125

l

: ¥ £ :. 4 ';_ _ = - N :‘.:_ Y
4 .. ¥ - ~3R
T4 . ~ =5 e

Department of Polltlcalqc1ence and Intelélxl.fatlonal;Relatlons'f

bl \,Kaduna State Un1vers1ﬁy, Kaduna- Nigeria -




KASU Journal of Security & International Relations Vol. 2. No.l. December, 2025, pp 1 - 14

ANALYSIS OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF BANDITRY IN
ZAMFARA STATE

N. THELMA MUHAMMED, A. J. OLUWADARE
AND BALA ADAMU

Abstract
Banditry in Zamfara State constitutes a serious threat to socio-
economic activities of Zamfara people. Approximately, there are
over 10,000 bandits operating across different parts of Zamfara
State. These bandits have so far killed over 12,000 people and stole
about 250,000 livestock from 2011 to 2021. About 120 villages were
set ablaze, while over 50,000 were either forced to be internally
displaced or became refugees in the neighbouring countries like
Niger Republic, Chad or Cameroon. Since the outbreak of banditry,
many efforts were put in place by the government and Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) to tackle the situation, but
the effort failed. The paper analysed the socio-economic effects of
banditry in Zamfara. Data were collected from secondary sources.
The paper adopted Social Conflict Theory, and content analysis
was employed as method of data analysis. Findings of the paper
revealed that land disputes, proliferation of Small Arms and Light
Weapons (SALWs), illegal gold mining, illiteracy and poverty
among others are responsible for banditry in Zamfara State. The
paper recommended synergy between government and Non-
Governmental Organisations, beefing up security of lives and
property, prioritizing access to quality education and economic
empowerment as ways of eradicating or reducing banditry to the
barest minimum in Zamfara State.
Keywords: Banditry, Socio-Economic Effects and Zamfara State.

Introduction

Banditry has emerged as one of the most pressing security challenges in Zamfara State,
Nigeria, displacing communities and undermining economic activities. The history of
banditry was traced to the Central and Eastern Europe, and part of Balkam regions of
Albania, Bosnia, and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North

Macedonia, Romania, Serbia and Slovenia. Dated back in the late eighteenth and early
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nineteenth centuries, when the modern nation-states were emerging in the Western
Europe, banditry assumed its advanced level in rural societies of Europe, particularly
the Mediterranean states of France, Portugal, Italy and Spain (Paul, 2018).

In the Othman-Turkish Empire, banditry occurred mostly in remote forest and
mountainous places that were harbouring significant number of nomads, who regarded
the environment conducive for looting anything of economic value. While in the Latin
America, banditry was a war of frontier annexation for economic expansion, which later
on culminated into show of might, to the extent that a bigger community could attack
and annex the smaller one, and forcefully have political and socio-economic control of
the place.

In China, banditry posed major socio-economic problems, particularly in sparsely
Heilongjiang border communities, that share the same border with the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR). Heilongjiang community lacks effective government
control, therefore, provided a wide ungoverned space for bandits to commit crimes
between China and the United Socialist Soviet Republic. However, the Province of
Heilongjiang suffered unprecedented economic setback, specifically, from 1900 to
1931 (Paul, 2018).

In Africa, banditry is characterised by invasive actions leading to several vices, such as
kidnappings wonton destruction of lives and property, with the use of sophisticated
weapons. A bandit in traditional African setting is entirely opposite to that of America
and Europe who specialised in armed robbery and other related crimes. They freely
roam the hinterlands of Africa presenting themselves in different forms and have since
been a source of wide political and security problems in a turbulent geopolitical
environment, which leaves much to be desired, just as the case in Nigeria (Okoro).

In Nigeria, particularly in North-West Geo-Political Zone, banditry consists in some
socio-existential conditions that characterise the interior as well as the frontiers of the
regions. The hinterlands are marked by extremely dispersed rural settlements, separated
by rangelands and farmlands that are susceptible to violent contestations. They are also
interspersed by diverse forested landscapes, some of which are dotted by wetlands,
rocks and caves. Apart from being separated from each other, they are equally far
separated from the centuries of governance at the local and state levels. The forestlands
of the region are vast, rugged and hazardous. Most importantly, they are grossly under-
policed by the point that makes it conducive for all forms of jungle criminality. In view
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of'this, violent crimes such as banditry, have festered and thrived in such forested areas.
Most attacks occur in remote villages, close to forested regions where there is little
security presence. Forest such as Kamuku, Kuyambana, and Falgore forests offer
perfect locations as hide-out for the bandits to evade arrest. However, Kamuku,
Kuyambana, and Falgore forests are link with Dansadau forest in Zamfara State
(Anthony & Ekoja, 2025:23-24).

In Zamfara State, banditry emerged around 2011, as a traditional farmer-herder
conflicts, or insignificant rural unrest, changing into full-blown conflict, engulfing most
parts of the North-West Geo-Political Zone. Multiple factors account for the
transformation of this conflict. Traditional rulers, politicians, security agencies, gold
miners are among notable actors in the conflict. The first criminal gang was formed
single cell, mainly operating in Zamfara in 2011, to over one hundred and twenty (120)
gangs across six states in 2021. These gangs are basically associated with mass killing of
innocent people, kidnapping, sexual assault, cattle rustling, burning farm produce and
looting shops (Rufai, 202:5).

Banditry is not a new phenomenon in Zamfara State, because it had historical
antecedents in the area. Traditional praise-singers and oral historians spoke on how the
activities of the bandits affected trade, farming, cattle rearing and other economic
pursuits in the pre-colonial period. Some traditional rulers around Dan-Sadau area were
accused of colluding with bandits in armed robbery and cattle rustling around 1891
(Rufai, 2021:7).

Statement of the Problem

The danger of banditry to human security in Zamfara State has become a matter of
security concern. According to the report of the committee set up by the former
President Muhammadu Bubhari, to find solutions to banditry in Zamfara, supervised by
the erstwhile Inspector-General of Police, Muhammed Abubakar, reported a total of
6,319 death including women and children between June 2011 and May 2019 in the
state. Additionally, the report revealed that over 10,000 cattle were lost,while 2,688
hectares of farmlands and 10,000 houses destroyed within 2011 and mid-2018. Also, the
state recorded the loss of 147,800 vehicles and motorcycles between June 2011 and May
2019.
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Zamfara State that supposed to be bastion of marketing and agricultural production, as it
was hitherto known, has turned to battlefield of destruction of lives and property. The
Federal Government of Nigeria has responded to the security challenges by deployment
of military and other sister security agencies to the state to curtail the problem, with
different codenames, such as “Diram Mikiya”, Hadarin Daji”, “Harbin Kunama”, and
“PuffAdder”.

The government of Zamfara State has explored the relevance of negotiation, through
dialogue, disarmament, compensation and grant of amnesty as best solution to lasting
peace. However, when military onslaught and civil negotiation advanced to some
extent, the bandits also continued, killing, displacing and looting anything of economic
value.

Local Governments Areas like Zurmi, Maradun, Maru, Anka, Tsafe and rural parts of
Gusau are deserted by the farmers and the herders. Farmers and herders have been
displaced, and have lost their source of livelihood. Thousands of people were forced to
relocate to neighbouring states. The economic activities and the state has been
negatively affected.

It is worthy to explain that if to continue unabated, it may escalate to other Geo-Political
Zones in Nigeria, causing civil war, thereby undermining the country's socio-economic
activities. Many scholars have proffered one solution to another on how to mitigate the
effects of banditry on Zamfara State. But they have not addressed the root-cause of the
problem, and its socio-economic consequence, that comprises porous border,
proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapons, corruption, illiteracy and economic
hardship among others.

Conceptualizing Banditry

Banditry is not a new phenomenon on planet Earth, it has existed right from so many
centuries ago. Academics, journalists and socio-economic commentators have
perceived banditry from different perspectives. While some perceived it based on their
plights and agitation against bad governance, others see it from the point of commission
of some crime against innocent people. According to Okoli (2014), banditry “is the use
of force. Or threat to that effects, to intimidate a person with the intent to rob, rape or kill.
Banditry is a crime against persons. It has been a common genre of crime, as well as
cause violence in contemporary societies.”
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Rufai (2021) noted that banditry was an organised cross-border crime. The Asebenawa,
Tuarega, Fulani and Gobirawa from both British and French territories formed the
major culprits. Communities around Kwatarkwashi, Mada, Chafe and Dan-Sadau were
directaccomplice to the crime.

Indeed, the hill of Kwatarkwashi and Chafe specifically, provided unhindered shelter to
the bandits, from where they planned and perpetrated their unwholesome activities,
which resulted into serious human casualties and economic losses. The difficult nature
of the Kwatarkwashi hill contributed significantly to this development, by making the
criminals untraceable.

In fact, considerable number of rustle cattle, and other stolen farm produce were usually
stashed to Kwatarkwashi hill, where buyers patronage. Kwatarkwashi has being
harbouring bandits who destabilise peace and disrupt economic activities in Zamfara
State and its environs.

Gabriel and Nwala (2024) explained that, banditry disrupts economic activities,
particularly agriculture, a mainstay of many rural communities. Farmers are frequently
targeted, forced to abandon their land and livelihoods due to the constant threat of
violence. This has led to displacement, food insecurity, and a decline in agricultural
production, disrupting local and regional economies. Moreover, business struggle to
operate in this volatile environment, with attacks on transport routes hampering trade
and investment.

West African Network for Peace-building (WANAP, 2020) explained that, the pervasive
armed banditry and its associated threat to human security in the North-West Geo-
Political Zone of Nigeria, particularly, Zamfara, Katsina, Kaduna, Sokoto and Niger
states, have become a subject of national security and public concern. The multifaceted
layers of criminality involved, and recurrent nature of the armed banditry call for
effective mechanism to mitigate the threat it poses to peace and security in the affected
states.

Unarguably, banditry is not only peculiar to Zamfara State, it affected many states
within North-West region and its environs. Banditry is a multifaceted phenomenon, so
pervasive and threat to the peaceful coexistence of Nigeria as sovereign entity.
According to WANEP (2020), a total of 6,319 deaths, including women and children
were recorded in June 2011. Additionally, an estimated 190,340 people were internally
displaced in May 2019, in Zamfara State.
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Is a matter of fact that since 2011, Zamfara state has been under bandit's attacks, and the
magnitude of the carnage cannot be overemphasised. Nevertheless, in July 2019, the
Governor of Zamfara State, Abdulaziz Yaya began negotiating with a number of bandits
operating in the state to curb the menace and further boost internal security. Despite its
recorded successes evident in the drastic decline in attacks, kidnapping and looting,
other bandit groups continued with their criminal activities, especially in rural or Local
Government Areas of Dan-Sadau, Tsafe, Mayanchi among others.

Muhammed (2024:691) argued that the concept of banditry had witnessed some
changes according to time, space and circumstance. To him, bandits are people that
specialized in robbery and other crimes, and their activities are characterised by
maiming, killing and wonton destruction of properties.

To this end, banditry is an unlawful act, motivated by penchant for primitive
accumulation of wealth, through armed robbery, cattle rustling and looting of high scale.
Banditry precipitated Zamfara State into a state of disarray. The social activity is
disbanded, the economic activity is seriously retarded, and the number of internally
displaced people increased. However, the economic potential of the state remained
blink.

Despite multidimensional outlook of banditry, it started as mere scrambling for land
resource between farmers and herders, but latter degenerated into full-blown war that
consumed many lives and property worth billions of naira. The Federal and Zamfara
State governments, as well as the Non-Governmental Organisations have being making
concerted effort to mitigate against the situation. When successes were achieved in
some areas, to some extent, the bandits renewed their carnages. Nevertheless, to tackle
banditry, there is need to address the problem holistically and systematically.

Socio-Economic Effects of Banditry on Zamfara State

Understanding banditry in Zamfara State requires examination of the historical,
governance and socio-economic contexts, as well as the conflict dynamics resulting
from interplay of farmers-herders relations pertaining to access to land. While
ecological changes and climate-induced pressures have increased conflicts in the agro-
pastoral sector, the phenomenon also has linkages to banditry and governance
challenges. Factors that fuel banditry in the state include porous border, and
proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapons.
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30,000 cattle were resulted in the village like, Badarawa, Bagega, Dorayi, Filinga,
Gidan Kaso, Guru, Jangebe, Kizara, Lilo, Lingayado, Madaba, Nasarawan Godal,
Nasarawan Mailayi, Rukadawa and Tugan Baushe in Zamfara State.

Unarguably, the upsurge in cattle rustling in Zamfara State, may not be unconnected
with the rising price of cattle in local and international markets. The migration of some
herdsmen from their ancestral lands, as a result of high degree of livestock looting;
infiltration of small arms and light weapons; lack of administration of justice and
political discrimination. However, as economic activities decline and people lose their
agricultural and livestock assets, many families fall deeper into poverty. This
exacerbates socio-economic inequalities and hinders development in the state.
Muhammed (2024:706) stated that, the government of Zamfara State has spent 17
billion naira on security related matters as a result of upsurge of banditry in the state.
Assuming there was no banditry in the state and such amount was channeled into setting
up manufacturing plants, the citizens would have benefited directly or indirectly in
solving their problem of poverty. No wonder over 67.5% of the population living in the
state are under poverty (Abdullahi, 2021).

Furthermore, banditry and its socio-economic attendants, is not new phenomenon in
Zamfara axis. As Rufai (2021:8) traced that, during the colonial period, the region was
confronted with a situation where bandits killed about 210 traders and made away with
goods worth 165,000 million dollars. According to him, this onslaught occurred in the
Zamfara axis to victims from Kano on their way to the French territory of the present day
Niger Republic. The attendant harassment, intimidation and raids on herdsmen and
traders continued unabated armed Kwotarkwashi as far back as 1911.The colonial
government responded to this widespread of rural banditry by stationing armed
policemen in all the strategic routes across Sokoto province, tasking them with the
responsibility of ensuring security, as well as inventory of goods and livestock, with a
view to also generating revenue through the collection of Caravan Tolls.

To this background, Shehu, Ismail and Hassan (2024) submitted that, Zamfara State is
agrarian regions that cultivate a variety of food crops and raises livestock such as cattle,
goats, sheep, small ruminant, and poultry. While some farmers keep a few dozen
chickens in their backyards, the commercial poultry production sector is sizeable but
primarily confined to urban areas.
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Corruption, youth unemployment, illiteracy, inequality and poverty, indicates a weak
government and security capacities across the state. The situation is further complicated
by the existence of large unregulated and poor government-controlled forest areas in the
state, some of which are situated within under-policed border areas between Nigeria and
neighbouring countries of Niger Republic, Cameroon and Chad. The porosity of these
borders aid cross-border criminality which adversely affects socio-economic
development of the state.

However, banditry in Zamfara State, Nigeria, has significant socio-economic effects
that negatively impact the local communities and the broader North-West Geo-Political
Zone. To this context, WANEP (2020:7) explained that, banditry impacted negatively on
the exploration of environmental resources in Zamfara State, thus affecting the
livelihood and developmental potentials of the state. The presence of lucrative gold
deposits in Zamfara State attracted artisanal mining activities, as bandits and families
depended on it for livelihood sustenance. Nevertheless the gold is smuggled and traded
in the global market constituting a loss of revenue for the Nigerian economy.

The erstwhile Minister of Mines and Steel Development, Alhaji Abubakar Bawa Bwari,
had revealed that between 2016 and 2018, Nigeria lost 353 billion naira from illicit
activities of gold miners and smugglers. Though artisanal mining has been linked to
economic benefits including informal employment, the poor standard of extraction
resulted in land degradation, pollution of water sources and health risk. In 2010 and
2013, however, Zamfara State recorded an outbreak of lead poisoning epidemic due to
illicit mining activities resulting in a death toll of 734 children below the ages of five
years old.

Zamfara State is predominantly an agricultural area, and bandits intimidate farmers, by
killing and extortion, leading to decrease in agricultural production. According to
WANEP (2020), the farming communities in Zamfara State were forced to abandon
their farms especially areas in proximity to the forest areas, as bandits exploited these
locations to attack communities. Few farmers who stayed behind were subjected to
extortion before accessing their farms. Due to this, farming activities were restricted to
few areas, thus, resulting in a decline in food production by 40% (BusinessDay).

Livestock is a crucial asset for many families in Zamfara State. Bandits often steal
livestock, which represents a significant loss of income and a blow to the livelihoods of
pastoralists and farmers alike. Muhammed (2024) estimated that, in 2016, close to

8



N. Thelma Muhammed, A. J. Oluwadare and Bala Adamu

According to them, 28 states in Nigeria reported a total of 18,871,399 head of cattle of
various breeds. Of this total, Zamfara State accounted for 3,174,900, representing
16.8% of the national stock. The socio-economic progress in Zamfara State has been
significantly undermined by years of banditry and kidnapping. These criminals that are
driven by the desire for economic gain, target individuals and communities with
valuable possessions.

Education and health, which are key drivers of socio-economic development, have been
negatively impacted by banditry in the state. These consequences have placed the state
at a disadvantage, compared to other states in Nigeria. Tukur and Abdullahi (2023)
reported that, insecurity such as banditry and student abduction had led to shutdown of
many educational institutions in Zamfara State. For example, the state recorded the
highest number of abduction of 327 learners on incidence of attacks on secondary
school education in the country (when?). Bandits arrived in schools; mostly they
dressed in military uniform at night, sometimes, school children were forced to trek
using footpath, others were herded away. Once their victims were in their custody or
hideout, they demanded ransom from the authorities. In fact, between 2018 and 2021, no
fewer than 73 secondary schools in Zamfara State were shutdown at the middle of
external examination.

The significance of education to society cannot be over-emphasised. Education is the
bedrock for socio-economic development. Therefore, if education is attacked, the
societal life is also attacked. The rating has indicated that Zamfara State is one of the
disadvantageous education states in Nigeria, characterised by low enrolment of pupils,
high mass failure in examination and poor infrastructure. However, the situation was
recently compounded with series of abduction of students. This situation, threatens the
survival of the state's socio-political entity.

Suleiman (2019) opined that, the public institutions responsible for offering protection
and delivering justice are unable to bring bandits to justice due to inadequate resources
and widespread of monetary extortion. In some cases, the bandits are so brazen and
brave to notify village heads of their forthcoming attacks, or impose illegal tax on
farmers as condition for having access to farmland. The irony is that despite huge
amount of money invested on the Nigeria Armed Forces and other security agencies, the
security condition seems to be deteriorating and out of control.
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Banditry is a social problem, and the need to address it is essential. In this regard, a
number of theories are forwarded by scholars in view of curtailing social conflict. One
of which is Structural Social conflict Theory.

Theoretical Framework

Social Conflict Theory emphasizes a material interpretation of history with a critical
position towards existing social order, and political system. It expatiates on class
disparity, such as social stratification, and generally contrast historically dominant
ideologies. It is therefore an analysis of societal setup, or social organisations,
characterised by class systems and conflicting interests.

Social conflict theory has been use to analyse a variety of social phenomena, such as
wars, revolutions, poverty, inequality, and socio-political unrest. It attributes most the
global political instabilities and social unrest to capitalist attempts to control and
dominate masses as opposed to fundamental human right to liberty, choice and
conscience. The main thrusts of social conflict theory are the concepts of social
inequality, the division of resources, and the conflicts that exist between different socio-
economic classes.

In line of the above, Adetula (2014:41) classified social conflict theory into two sub-
orientations: the radical class, represented by Karl Marx, Fredrick Hegel and Vladimir
Lenin (specify Authors' surnames only, and year of publication), and the liberal class
championed by Scarborough (1998) and the famous work of Galtung (1990). Central to
the argument of social conflict theory is that violence or conflict is a phenomenon that is
built in human societies according to how they are structured and organised. However,
the theory focuses on internal and external forces that affect the structure and the way
societies are organised into classes. According to the theory, conflict arises as a result of
deep-rooted structural dysfunction (Muhammed, 2017:21).

Most Radical Social Conflict Theorists employ Marxist Historical and Dialectical
Materialist interpretation in our societies. To resolve conflict or avert violence, this
perspective argues that the exploitative economic relationships in capitalist societies
need to be changed through a revolution or a radical transformation in the pattern of
global relations (Muhammed, 2017: 21).

On the other hand, the liberal version, emphasizes that conflict is connected with social,
economic and political organizations of society as well as the nature and strength of
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social networks within and between community groups. Essentially, the liberal schools
argued that whatever economic and political discrimination and lack of tolerance in
plural societies, they are embedded in social relationship of which conflict are bound to
be higher than in societies where opposite social relationship is established
(Muhammed, 2017: 21).

Similarly, liberal schools argued that other factors such as overpopulation, economic
underdevelopment, demographic factors, and uninterested social and political
institutions are also responsible for the emergence of internal conflicts. One major
limitations of the social conflict theory is its excessive focus on material interest as the
single most important cause of conflict in human society, thereby neglecting other
important causes such as ideological, psychological and socio-cultural factors.

Findings

The study found that interplay between farmers and herders concerning access to land is
responsible for banditry in Zamfara State. While climate change, penchant for greener
pasture, and governance challenge have engendered the conflict to precarious situation.
However, Zamfara State that was known to be hub of agricultural productions, such as
cotton, groundnut, millet and maize, has turned to a battle field, where bandits loot,
abduct and kill on daily basis. Furthermore, thousands of houses were set ablaze,
farmlands were abandoned, and millions of people deserted their houses as refuges in
the neighbouring countries of Niger Republic and Chad.

Banditry incurred socio-economic damages on Zamfara State and its environs.
Abubakar Bawa Bwari, a former minister of Mines and Steel Development was reported
to have said that, Nigeria lost 353 billion naira from illicit gold mining in Zamfara State.
As aresult of porous border and poor standard of extraction, illicit mining activities led
to outbreak of epidemics, such as lead poisoning, that consumed lives, estimated to be
734. Most of them below the age of five. Livestock is very important wealth for many
Zamfara people. Bandits frequent looting of livestocks have incurred significant losses
to an ordinary Zamfara man and woman. It estimated that in 2016, close to 30,000 cattle
were rusted in places like, Badarawa, Bayega, Dorayi and many more. The damage is
worth millions of Naira.

The situation is further compounded by burning of markets and trading places, mass
abduction of students, closure of schools, and kidnapping of passengers. Many rural and
urban dwellers that were hitherto known to be financially well-to-do, have lost their
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money and properties as a result of paying ransom to rescue their loved ones, Factors
such as porous border, which is wide and under-policed, proliferation of Small Arms and
Light Weapons that infiltrate to Nigeria, from Libya. Youth unemployment, due to the
lack of modern industries and abdication of farmland, illiteracy and drug addiction is
responsible for banditry in Zamfara State (indicate source of data). The situation is not
left untouched, the government of Zamfara State, Federal Government of Nigeria, and
Non-Governmental Organisations have being working assiduously to mitigate it.

To some extent, when government achieved in arresting, dismantling bandit camps, and
neutralizing some, bandits on the other hand, succeeded in killing, looting and
destroying properties worth billions of naira. Therefore, the socio-economic effects of
banditry on Zamfara State in particular, and Nigeria at large cannot be accurately
quantified, but the need to mitigate it is of vital importance.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Banditry in Zamfara State remains a significant challenge to Nigeria's national security.
Despite the progress made in curtailing banditry in the state, the persistent attacks,
abduction, looting and destruction of properties worth millions of naira, weakens public
trust in government, and hampers effective economic activities. However, the causes of
banditry in Zamfara State are multifaceted and multidimensional, including dispute
over land, injustice and inequality, moral challenges, poor governance, and socio-
economic crises. Until these factors are addressed, Zamfara State, and Nigeria will
remain fragile, and the prospects for socio-economic development will be limited.

Nevertheless, Zamfara and Federal Governments have demonstrated their resilience in
their application of kinetic and non-kinetic approaches to curtail banditry in Zamfara
State. The key to social security development lies in strengthening security agencies,
strengthening poverty alleviation institutions, developing agricultural sector, zero
tolerance to corruption, and addressing socio-economic inequalities. A focus on these
areas will be critical in reducing poverty and achieving trust in governance.

The research makes the following recommendations:

1. The security agencies, such as the Nigerian Armed Forces, Nigeria Police Force,
Nigerian Custom Service and other relevant security agencies, should be
strengthened through adequate resource allocation, personnel training,
expansion of manpower, inter-agencies exchange of information, and purchase
of modern security hardware.

L
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il. Adequate funding and modernisation will enhance their security capacity to
checkmate the excesses of criminals in general, and bandits in particular.
iil. Administration of justice is paramount for peace and tranquility to prevail.

Judiciary should expedite the trial of any individual found in connection with
banditry, regardless of his social or political societal symbol to serve as deterrent
to future crime.

iv. Inequality in terms of allocation of land resource should be banned, to avert
conflict. Rules and regulation for allocation of land should be strictly adhered to.
Doing so, will ensure that everybody gets according to his needs.

V. Poverty alleviation institutions, such as the Bank of Agriculture, Bank of
Industries, and National Poverty Alleviation Programmes should be
strengthened through adequate funding and polices that will enable qualified
Nigerians access to their programmes or facilities. If such is done, the level of
poverty will reduce drastically and peace will reign in the country.

vi. Government should establish peace and conflict resolution platform, and
traditional and religious leaders should be carried along as major members. If
such is achieved, interfaith and inter-communal dialogue will trickle down to the
grassroots and peace will be the order of the day.
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