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DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA: A STUDY OF MILLENNIUM VILLAGE

Abstract

PROJECT (2006-2015)

SHEHU USMAN SANI, PhD

The challenges of development in the developing countries have
remained perpetual problem since the early part of the 20th
Century. The agricultural sector in Nigeria employs rudimentary
implements and lack of sufficient resources and technology to
inject more into the farming system. The paper attempts to evaluate
how the Millennium Villages Project in Kaduna State has impacted
agriculture in some of the clusters where they are sited. The
Millennium Villages Project has reduced poverty especially in
agricultural sector in Kaduna State Pampaida. The importance of
agriculture for poverty reduction, however, goes well beyond its
direct impact on rural incomes. Rural development involved the re-
mobilization and re-allocation of resources available in the rural
areas for the benefit of rural dwellers and for the generality to
improving their standard of living. Agricultural growth,
particularly through increased agricultural sector productivity,
also reduces poverty, improving employment for poor rural
people, increasing demand for consumer goods and services, and
stimulating growth in the non-farm economy. The dependency
theory was used as a guide. In order to achieve the objectives of
this paper, both primary, and secondary types of data were
employed. The primary data comprised the use of personal
interview, and observational techniques, while the secondary data
were obtained from library text books, journals, magazines
newspapers, internet, published and unpublished materials. The
data were presented and analysed with the use of quantitative and
qualitative approach level respectively. The study depicts that
poverty alleviation really impacted significantly in the lives of
rural dwellers in Pampaida Village under the auspices of
Millennium Village Project. Lots of beneficiaries have affirmed
with the accessibility of some of the facilities given to them. The
study recommends that state should refocus on its primary
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responsibilities; infrastructures should be provided for all and
sundry especially to the destitutes. The intervention on the
agricultural sector, proper scrutiny should be carried out.
Keywords: Development, Rural Development, International Development
Intervention, Millennium Villages Project

1.0 Introduction

International development intervention programme is geared toward reduction of
extreme poverty. In September, 2000, world leaders at the UN Millennium Summit
committed their nations to reducing extreme poverty and set targets with a deadline of
2015, known as the Millennium Development Goals. Millennium Villages Project was
ten years multi-sectorial rural development project initiated in 2005, operating in sites
of sub-Saharan African countries to achieve Millennium Development Goals. The
international development is the great modern international project, not simply in time-
based, but of the ideological commitments that support progress, rationalization, and
material well-being. It has often been about expanding the reach of global capitalism
and managing the uncertainties and instabilities that emerged from the changing global
economy, particularly in responding to economic crises in developing states.

Looking at the multidimensional socio-economic and political challenges confronting
the global world, African continent, and Nigeria, the attainment of development in the
real sense could be an enormous task. As such, for Africa to overcome her development
challenges, the international community must necessarily come to her support in the
form of providing the needed economic supports, such as development intervention. It
has become imperative in view of the overwhelming growth patterns of most African
countries and the urgent need to sustain a stable development, so as to meet the MDG
Millennium Villages Project.

However, the previous developmental approaches failed because of their narrow focus
and advice that ignored specific contexts. The MDGs seek to address these limitations
by being measurable, people-driven, and guided by a global partnership between the
rich and poor countries. The MDGs are anchored by the political support from both the
developed and developing countries, the civil society organisations and other relevant
development institutions (Sachs, 2005).

One of the main challenges in implementing the MDGs is addressing issues associated
with national governance structures. Historically, international programmes operated
on the premise of the existence of good governance structures have often been absent in
the developing nations that have been recipients of bilateral and multilateral assistance.
National governments, aid agencies, and non-governmental agencies in developing
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countries have been overwhelmed with corruption, lack of effective capacity-building
strategies, and inappropriate infrastructure. These issues have limited the impact of
many national development efforts in developing countries.

The Millennium Villages Approach provides development aid to communities at the
village level directly instead of doing that through national governments to enable them
to take ownership of their local development needs. Even when there are still
governance issues at the local levels, they are different from those that are noted at the
national government level (Jivetti, 2012).

Over the years, a variety of public policies have been designed to tackle the problem of
poverty and hunger in Nigeria. Various programmes that were conceptualised and
implemented with the hope that they would impact on poverty in the country include the
Directorate of Food, Road and Rural Infrastructure (DFFRI) 1986, the National
Directorate of Employment (NDE) 1987, the Better Life Programme (BLP), 1987, the
Family Support Programmes (FSP) 1994, the Agricultural Development Programme
(ADP) 1972, the People's Bank of Nigeria (PBN) 1989, Poverty Alleviation Programme
(PAP) 2000 and others. While implementing PEP, the Federal Government embraced
the Poverty Reduction Strategies Process (PRSP) initiated by the World Bank in 1999.
Nigeria could produce an interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper and abandon the
PRSP process for the National Economic Empowerment Strategy (NEEDS). The
strategy was meant to accelerate economic growth, reduce poverty and achieve the
Millennium Development Goals. Official reports of the Nigerian government, however,
indicates that Nigeria is unlikely to meet most of the goals especially those relating to
eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, reducing child maternal mortality, and
combating malaria, and other diseases as well as achieving environmental sustainability
by 2015 (CDD, 2014).

The Millennium Development Goals are meant to develop the nation with the support of
the advanced countries to remove the difficulties, over the decades, gotten their
economies stuck in a low level of poverty trap. However, the advancement towards the
realisation of these goals has shown that Nigeria is lagging behind in the implementation
of the MDGs. This may result from a weak policy environment, inadequate
infrastructure, and weak access to technology and credit. The Millennium Villages
Project (MVP) as a bottom-up approach to development is a community-based
development strategy designed to assist the attainment of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs).

The Millennium Villages Project has an international outlook for tackling poverty as it
focuses on ten African countries namely: Ghana, Mali, Senegal, Kenya, Nigeria,
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Uganda, Ethiopia, Uganda, Somalia and Tanzania. In addition, the idea came to Nigeria;
Pampaida and Ikaram are being selected because of its extreme poverty. The project was
a proof of concept on how the Millennium Development Goals could be achieved in
rural Africa using proving technology in agriculture and low investment in the social
sector of health, education, water and sanitation and rural infrastructure. The
intervention, had criteria baseline that the village has to be hot-spot, lack of basic social
amenities, agrarian in nature so that all the concepts such as agriculture, health,
education, water and sanitation to assist those villages to lift themselves out of extreme
poverty to the MDGs within the period of ten years. However, these challenges
confronted can be overcome through this international development intervention
programmes eliminated to ensure and enhance interdependence, rather than
dependency and underdevelopment backwardness. This study is, therefore, revolves
around the question: to what extent has the Millennium Villages Project of the United
Nations impacted on agricultural sector in addressing poverty in developing countries?
Firstly, the section introduces some of the challenges of international development
intervention programme in Nigeria. Secondly, Conceptual Review_ dwells on
development, rural development, Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and Rural
Development, the Role of Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs). Thirdly, it
focuses on methodology, a survey study approach is adopted to guides how the study is
conducted to arrive at a solution to the research problem. It facilitates the presentation of
data in most of the cases the nature of the problem determines the methods for collecting
the information needed for analysis. Fourthly, it follows with the impact analysis of
agricultural intervention. Finally, conclusion and recommendations constitute the last
section of the paper.

2.0 Development

The concept of development is not easy to define because it is value loaded. It is often
associated with economic growth or economic development. Indeed, the two concepts
are often used interchangeably, but they do not reflect the same thing. Economic
development is a key component of development, yet it is not the only one as there are
other aspects of development. Development essentially stands for the improvement of
the entire human life (Gauba, 2003). The concept of sustainable development focuses on
ways to enhance economic and social development without causing environmental
deprivation and over-exploitation.

The concept of development has undergone considerable changes over time. In its
orthodox form, development is virtually synonymous with economic development,
which, in turn, is seen in terms of growth and cultural transformation of the economy.
But over time, equity considerations have become prominent in the discussion of
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economic development. Hence, development includes not only growth and structural
transformation but also equity, growth and structural transformation, such as income
distribution, full employment, and opportunities for the people to realize their economic
potential (Orji, 2008). Development, in this broad sense, implies consistently improving
human socio-economic welfare. It is a holistic view of development in which micro and
macro-economic, social, political, cultural, and technological variables are engineered
and implemented for the benefit of the people.

Development is identified as a process in which a system or institution is transformed
into a stronger, more organised, more efficient, and more effective form that proves to be
more satisfying in terms of human wants and aspirations (Gauba, 2003). Baran (1957)
describes development as a far-reaching transformation of society's economic, social
and political structure of the dominant organisation of production and consumption.

Sustainable human development is at the centre of growth and development as it seeks
to accelerate economic growth and improve human existences. Human-centered
development aims at expanding people's choices and capabilities through increases in
job creation, education, and improving the condition of the vulnerable groups. The
development strategy would ensure minimal poverty and enable individuals to enlarge
their capabilities and open up opportunities for all to improve their lives. It favours the
redistribution of resources to the poor by improving their education, health, and
nutrition which enhance their ability and increase their productivity (Onimode, 2003).

In the 1960s, development meant an acceleration of economic growth. In the 1970s,
development came to include giving attention to infrastructure, usually urban
transportation, and the social aspect of development; health, education, and housing. In
the 1980s, the concept of sustainable development was born and became widely
promulgated. In the 1990s, it addressed the hitherto overlooked needs of women's care
and brought them to the forefront of the development debate. As argued by Gauba
(2003), development is sometimes described as modernisation in which it stands for the
transition of a society from traditional values and institutions to the modern ways of life.
Traditional values and institutions are regarded as fit for an agrarian economy and
society where modern ways of life are regarded as fit for industrial and technology-
based society. Itis believed that only the contemporary system is capable of fulfilling the
needs and aspirations of the modern man.

Rodney (1972, p.9) defines “development as a many-sided process. At the level of the
individuals, it implies an increase in skills and capacity, greater freedom, creativity, self-
discipline, responsibility and material well-being”. Dunmoye (1994) posits that
development in all its ramifications, especially in the economic, political, and social
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realms, is about people. The relevant target and beneficiary of development is the
individual who is a victim of lack of development. Therefore, development must meet
the basic needs of the people such as food, shelter, clothes, and health care delivery.
It was suggested at the onset that the contemporary understanding of development tends
to neglect the contribution of the people in the formulation and implementation of
development programmes. The rationale for this flaw is traceable to the skewed
emphasis on “growth” rather than development. (Dunmoye, 1994). On the other hand,
Todaro (1977, p.50) posits that:
Development is a multidimensional process involving changes in structure,
attitudes, and institutions, as well as the acceleration of economic growth, the
reduction of inequality, and the eradication of absolute poverty. In essence,
development must represent the entire changes by which the entire social system
is turned to the diverse basic needs and desires of individuals and social groups
within the system moves away from the conditions of life regarded as materially
and spiritually better.

This means that development involves the reorganisation and reorientation of the entire
economic and social system of the people. This also involves, in addition to improving
incomes and output, radical changes in institutional, social, and administrative
structures and popular attitudes such as customs and beliefs of any given human society.
These two definitions infer that “development” goes beyond economic indicators. It is
both a physical process and a state of mind. Institutions like schools, hospitals, and
others are the aspects of development. The second development aspect is that people
must transform their attitudes for good.

Anam (2014) argues that development encompasses multidimensional changes in
structures, attitudes, as well as the acceleration of economic growth, the reduction of
inequality, and eradication of poverty. Issues of development must thus address the
basic needs of the populace, it must address the important issue of access, control
participation and welfare that will lead to the creation of an empowered populace
(Salihu, 2005).

Jhingan (2007) posits that sustainable development is meeting the needs of the present
generation without compromising the needs of future generations. It emphasises the
creation of sustainable improvements in the quality of life of all people through the
increase in real income per capita, education, health, and general quality of life. It also
encompasses improvement in the quality of natural resources. It is everlasting and
contributes to the quality of life through improvements. In addition, Seers (1969, p. 3)
asks certain questions regarding the concept of development. He says:
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The questions to ask about a country's development are: what has been
happening to poverty? What has been happening to unemployment? What has
been happening to inequality? If all three of these have declined from high
levels, then, beyond doubt, this has been a period of development for the country
concerned. If one or two of these problems have been worsening, especially if all
three have, it would be strange to call the resulting development even if per
capita income has doubled.

Therefore, development per se cannot be tied to economic advancement only, as it
includes improvement in the living conditions of the people over time. It is also aimed at
improving the living conditions of the people through the effective management of both
human and material resources. In this study, development implies transforming human
capacity and improving the structures and institutions that enable the rural areas to move
towards their societal objectives such as enjoying enhanced standard of living,
employment, etc.

2.1 Rural Development

The concept of rural development is a strategy for inclusive development. Rural
development centrally focuses on organising human and natural resources designed to
provide the panacea to the problems of poverty and deprivation of the rural populace to
uplift their living conditions. There is the strong argument that since the rural population
constitutes the majority of the citizenry and produces a more significant percentage of
foodstuffand other items, they should benefit at the end of their labour (Abbass, 2014).
Abbass (2014) has also added that rural development is expected to bring about changes
in productivity and incomes of the rural populace, transform their social attitudes in a
well-coordinated set of policy orientations and projects. Magobunje (1980) submits that
rural development is concerned with the self-sustaining improvement of rural areas,
which implies a broad-based re-organisation and mobilisation of the rural masses to
enhance their capacity to cope effectively with the daily task of their lives and the
changes consequent upon this.

Similarly, Lele (1975) observes that rural development can be described as improving
the living standards of the mass, low-income population residing in rural areas and
making their development self-sustaining. The definition has three salient features with
substantial implications for how rural development programmes are designed and
executed, namely:

(a) Improving the living standards of the population involves the mobilisation and

allocation of resources to reach the rural, subsistent sector of the population.

(b) Mass participation requires that resources be allocated to low-income regions
L
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and classes and that productive social services reach them.
(©) Making the process self-sustaining requires developing the appropriate skills
and
implementing capacity and the process of institutions at the local, regional and national
levels. This ensures that the effective use of existing resources will foster the
mobilisation of additional financial and human resources for the continued
development of the subsistent sector.

Also, as argues by Salihu (2005) issues of development must thus address the basic
needs of the populace, it must address the important issue of access, control
participation and welfare that will lead to the creation of an empowered populace. In this
study, rural development encompasses the transformation of the social, and economic
sectors of the rural communities. To achieve rural development, the United Nations
came up with the Millennium Development Goals

2.2 Non-Governmental Organisations and Rural Development
Non-Governmental Organisations play an increasingly important role in the
development cooperation, especially the development of rural communities. They can
bridge the gap between the government and the community. By creating an enabling
framework of laws, economic, and political conditions, the state can play a fundamental
role in helping the NGOs and Community Organisation Based (COB)s to play their
roles effectively and increase access to infrastructural services for the urban poor
(Anam, 2014).

Non-Governmental Organisations have played a critical role in developing rural
communities in Nigeria, in providing basic infrastructures. They have become
intermediaries between the actor's infrastructural development arena, building bridges
between people and communities. On one side, government development institutions,
donors, and development agencies. NGOs are enhancing sustainable development,
especially in the rural areas where their most significant activities have varying
successes and limitations (Anam, 2014).

According to the World Bank Report of 2005, NGOs are defined as groups and
institutions that are entirely independent of government and primarily humanitarian or
cooperative rather than getting involved in commercial activities. They are private
agencies in the industrialised countries that support international development. They
include charitable and religious associations that mobilise private funds for
development by distributing food and promote community organisations. NGOs have a
critical role in helping and encouraging governments to take actions to which they have
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given their endorsement in the international fora. They are the essential elements in
representing the modern world and their participation in international organisations.

2.3 The Role of Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs)
Non-Governmental Organisations are primarily established to provide basic services to
those who need them. Many of them have demonstrated the ability to reach the poor
people and work in inaccessible areas. Many NGOs have close links with poor
communities. Some are membership organisations of the poor and the vulnerable. They
implement the development efforts of others and make the development process more
accountable and transparent. They also respond to failures in the public and private
sectors in providing basic services.

Most NGOs operate with support from donor agencies. The common ground between
donors and NGOs can be expected to grow, especially as donors seek to make explicitly
stated objectives of enhancing the democratic process and strengthening marginal
groups in civil society. NGOs are likely to maintain their wariness of being too close and
having extensive alignment with donors. NGOs are enablers and capacity builders,
especially when they refuse to compromise their objective by collaborating in official
programmes. There is a lot of mutual distrust and misunderstanding between the two
sectors. The formal, private sector considers NGOs shallow and irresponsible. The
informal private sector often considers far profit organisations greedy and selfishness
(Anam, 2014).

NGOs have played a critical role they are perceived to enable them to do something that
national governments cannot or will not do. For instance, NGOs in India derive much
support and encouragement from their government and tend to work in close
collaboration with. NGOs from Africa also acknowledged the frequent need to work
closely with their govt at least avoid antagonising the authorities.

The difficult economic situation may force the government to yield to pressure from
multilateral agencies to give money to the NGOs. The government acted as conduits of
funds, but some have tried to maintain control over NGOs because of their access to
funds through the multilateral donors. The NGOs cooperation and solidarity can
influence policy at the national level. Multilateral donor serves as a kind of “buffer”
between government and NGOs to avoid unnecessary current tensions and to promote
coherent national development strategies.

The donors are now tending to, as far as their principal function is concerned, provide
goods and services rather than financing them. Similarly, the governments and donor
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agencies will be called upon to make genuine and effective contributions towards the
elimination of the barriers inhibiting the self-development of the least advantaged group
(Anam, 2014).

NGOs are coming to realise that attitudes of imposition or assistance are not suitable
alternatives to development, and that developing countries have the equipment most of
it of highly sophisticated nature but of obsolete technology, which either they do not
know how to use or which would be too expensive to restore to operational conditions
and that entrepreneurs prefer to leave the equipment as it is and to use their money to
other things. The solution to the problems of shortages and shortcomings does not lie in
donating in kind. In addition, given the past instances of funds being misappropriated by
particular beneficiaries, they are fearful of making monetary donations.

Non-Governmental Organisation (NGOs) are civil organisations that are largely or
totally independent of government and which function as charitable or religious
associations, mobilise private funds for development initiatives and programmes, raise
awareness and influence policies in pursuance of the ideals of democracy and good
governance as well as undertake diverse humanitarian projects that could better the lots
of those in the grassroots (Baride, 2013). Non-Governmental Organisations as
voluntary, non-state, non-profit, and non-religious. It is an independent voluntary
association of people acting together continuously for some common purpose other than
achieving government office, making money, or getting involved in illegal activities.

Thus, two main types of Non-Governmental Organisations are recognised according to
the activities that they pursue: (i) operational NGOs that deliver services; and (i1)
Campaigning NGOs. A non-governmental organisation is a legally constituted
organisation created by natural or legal persons that operate independently from any
form of government. The term originated from the United Nations (UN) in 1945 and is
commonly used to refer to organisations that are not a part of any government and are
not the conventional profit-making businesses. In cases where NGOs are funded totally
or partially by governments, the NGO maintains its non-governmental status by
excluding government representatives from its membership.

Non-Governmental organisations are private agencies. Indigenous groups are organised
regionally or nationally. Members of such groups in villages support international and
national development and partner with governments in global development initiatives
(Baride, 2013). In the same light, Clark (1995) identifies some potential to development
as follows:

y
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Such NGOs assist citizens in finding out about activities of the government and
others which might affect them; they use advocacy and political influence to
hold local officials accountable for activities (or inactivity) that are damaging to
the poor, they help communities mobilise and form societies to express their
concerns, and help guard against reprisals; they construct fora in which
officials can consult people about development plans and listen to alternatives
presented by the people; and they help ensure that individuals disadvantaged by
government decisions receive just compensation, and they negotiate with
affected parties (Clark, 1995, p. 345).

The NGOs played pertinent roles in alleviating poverty in the rural areas. But where is it
that poverty still persists? The United Nations Development Programmes also executed
some of the poverty alleviation programmes in Nigeria. Like the Millennium Villages
Project that implemented in Nigeria under the resource mobilization of the United
Nation Development Programmes.

Empirical Review

The section dwells on relevant literature review on international development
intervention programmes in Kaduna State. Thomas (2015), in his study, focuses on the
beneficiaries perception of the United Nations Development Programme and their
participation in the Millennium Villages Project intervention in Pampaida. The study
was undertaken within the framework of the participatory community development
theory, which posits that all stakeholders must collaborate in any development activity
from the very beginning of project identification, prioritisation, planning,
implementation, evaluation, and monitoring in order to engender a sense of ownership
to ensure and sustainability in the long run. Adamu (2023) looks at the role of state
government and community in their role as well as factors that undermined the
realization of the third goal of the Millennium Development Goals in Kaduna State
especially inrequest of gender equality and women empowerment.

Okoth, Odunga and Oduke (2013) argue that the origin of the Millennium Villages
Project dates back to the Millennium Summit, the largest gathering of Head of States
and Governments in New York City in the year 2000. At that gathering, 147 Presidents,
Prime Ministers, and Monarchs pledged to meet eight development targets, the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), such as halving the global poverty by the
year 2015. In the year 2002, the Secretary-General of the United Nations Commissioned
the Millennium Project to develop a global plan in order to achieve the MDGs.

"
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One of the major projects of the agency is the Millennium Villages Project. This project
offers a bold model for helping to lift the rural African communities out of extreme
poverty. Through the MVP concept, rural village lives have been transformed in every
short period of time as a result of effective collaboration in science-based intervention,
inall sectors and increased funding (Anam, 2014).

Millennium Villages focus on participatory community-based decision-making. The
strategies to propel development at that level of society. At each village, specific
committee and community members identify interventions supported by the scientific
team to achieve the MVP. They are expected to create a package of village-specific
interventions that are appropriate and cost-effective in managing the incoming
interventions. The initiative uses improved science and technologies such as
agroforestry insecticide. The millennium villages' initiative is supported by the
Millennium Promise, the UNDP, the Earth Institute at Columbia University and the UN
Millennium Project. The interventions make villages out of extreme poverty are
implemented by the communities. Agundu, (2014) posits that the Millennium Villages
Project has undergone financial management driven sustainable expansion that

represents hope for a new development path that might succeed where previous efforts
had failed.

Therefore, the study focused on the impact of science-based interventions programmes
in agriculture. This, therefore, serves as the point of departure from the existing
literature. This, we hope will contribute to our understanding the subject matter.

The second and specific documented body of literature which concentrated on
international development interventions in the states. In most of the literature, the
development interventions have been ignored and made discussion of different
programmes, they did not discover the phenomenon as empirically as this study looks at
it. In fact, there are academic studies in our knowledge that attempted to study
Millennium Villages Project in Kaduna state. (Thomas 2015 & Adamu, 2023). But this
study differed in scope within Kaduna state which studied the impact on agriculture as
intervention. Those that made an attempt did not to explain the specific intervention
projects of this state that have come under our searchlight.

3.0 Methodology

A survey study approach is adopted to guides how the study is conducted to arrive at a
solution to the research problem. It often enriches and facilitates the presentation of
data. In most of the cases, the nature of the problem determines the methods for
collecting the information needed for analysis (Izah, 1984).Research design is a
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comprehensive plan for data collection in an empirical research project. It is a
“blueprint” for empirical research that is aimed at answering specific research questions
or testing specific hypotheses.

3.1 Methods of Data Collection

The data obtained in this study were from both primary and secondary types. The
primary data were sourced through personal or face-to-face interviews, telephone
interviews, personal observation, administering of questionnaires and the general
instruments of interviews guide with key political and social actors, Focus Group
Discussions (FGDs). Other information was retrieved through the participant
observational technique.

The secondary data was generated from the relevant literature as sources of review such
as; books, journals, magazines, unpublished works, memos, reports, internet use, and
other materials related to the study. These data were obtained from places such as the
Kashim Ibrahim Library (KIL), A.B.U. Zaria, Postgraduate library of the Department of
Political Science and International Studies, A.B.U. Zaria, library of the Faculty of Social
Sciences, A.B.U. Zaria, and the Institute for Development Research & Training library,
A.B.U.,, Zaria. Other places include the Centre for Research and Documentation (CRD)
in Kano, and the Centre for Democratic Development, Research and Training
(CEDDERT) library in Zagon Shanu, Zaria.

3.2 Population of the Study Area

Pampaida Millennium Villages Project (MVP1) comprises 28 settlements with an
estimated population of 5, 666 residents. The project was scaled up in May 2009 to cover
3 additional new villages (MV2) with an estimated population of about 17,000.
Activities in MV2 commenced since June 2009. Inhabitants of the villages depend on
pastoralism and small-scale agriculture as their means of livelihoods. Pampaida
represents the agro-forestry parkland system characterised by crops and trees with a
strong presence of livestock. The community is predominantly made up of Hausa and
Fulani. The Hausa are mainly farmers while the Fulani are cattle rearers. Sixty percent
(60%) of the population is Muslim and the rest is Christian. Both groups have co-existed
peacefully for over century (Boyd, Asiabuka, Medupin, & Osunsanya 2009, p.18). Until
recently the area was weakly connected to road, power and telecommunications
networks and was lagging in social service provision - schools, health clinics and access
to safe drinking water. In addition, the area has very rudimentary levels of investment in
agricultural infrastructures such as irrigation systems, dams, farming and agro-
processing technologies.
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3.3 Sampling Techniques and Sample Size

Sampling is the statistical process of selecting a subset (called a “sample”) of a
population of interest to make observations and statistical inferences about that
population. It is extremely important to choose a sample representative of the
population so that the inferences derived from the sample can be generalised across the
entire population. (Bhattacherjee, 2012). The sample of this study are the stakeholders
from the ages of 30 and above, irrespective of their marital status. The respondents
(Millennium Villages Project) to the interviews were drawn from such different
positions as Project Team leaders, Traditional Rulers, Beneficiaries from the areas,
officials at the grassroots level, the youth, women cooperatives, and staff of the UNDP.
Since we could not cover all the areas, the Purposive Sample Technique was used in
selecting and getting the respondents of the Millennium Villages Project in Ikara,
Kaduna state that would give relevant information suitable for the objectives of the
study.

The researcher used systematic random technique in selecting the villages/clusters of
the study. According to Nnabugwu- Biereenu (2006), it involves selecting intervals
systematically, in order of magnitude, such that the nth unit or element is selected into
the sample from a homogeneous and relatively small target group in which the
following sample was arranged alphabetically.

The study adopted a house population sample in which clusters/villages were counted
based on systematic sampling method. The study of Kaduna in Ikara, Pampaida has
estimated population of seventeen thousand.

The total numbers of villages are twenty-eight (28) and were divided by fourteen (14)
which were two (2.0) as nth subjects were selected. The numbers of Ikara villages
selected for the sampling include: Bakin Bambami, Unguwan Billa, Unguwan Danja,
Katsinawan Fulani, Rafin Garan Garmai, Unguwan Katori, Unguwan Kwatau,
Unguwan Maidoki, Tudun Maza, Unguwan Nagona, Katsinawan Nakunne,
UnguwanTambaya, Unguwan Toka, and Unguwan Yayi.

The questionnaires were structured into two (2) sections each; (a) biodata, (b) socio-
economic features of the respondents questions on the Millennium Villages Project. The
questionnaire was administered to adult in Kaduna state whose ages ranges from 18
years and above. This is done to establish the ability to answer the questions on
Millennium Villages Project that was implemented in 2006. Research assistants were
recruited to administer the questions. However, Yamane formular was used to get the
actual sample size of the research. Is used to calculate the sample size (n) from a
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population (N) with a desired level of precision (¢) and confidence level (C). The
formulais:

n=(Nxex(1-¢))/(C"2x(1+(ex(N-1)/C"2))

Where:

-n=samplessize

- N =population size in Ikara (17,000 in this case)

-e=desired level of precision (usually 0.05 or 5%)

- C=confidence level (usually 0.95 or 95%)

Let's plug in the values:

n=(17,000x0.05x(1-0.05))/(0.952x (1+(0.05x (17,000 -1)/0.95"2))
n=384.4

So, the sample size would be approximately 385 (round up from 384.4).

Therefore, four hundred (400) questionnaires approximately were administered in one
state, using the sample size required that gives confidence level of 95% and margin error
0f 5%, four hundred from each location of the project.

3.4 Instruments for Data Collection

Qualitative data were generated through the instrument of Key Informant Interview
guide (KII), Focus Group Discussion (FGD) and participant Observational Techniques
were also used for data collection. Moreover, the quantitative data, which is statistically
driven was collected through the administration of questionnaires to the respondents.
This was done to complement the qualitative data detailed above.

3.5 Focus Group Discussions (FGDs)

This is a type of research that involves bringing in a small group of subjects (typically 6
to 10 people) at one location and having them discuss a phenomenon of interest to the
researcher for a period of 1.5 to 2 hours. The discussion is moderated and led by a trained
facilitator, who sets the agenda and poses initial set of questions for participants, ensures
that ideas and experiences of all participants are represented, and attempts to build a
holistic understanding of the problem situation based on participants' comments and
experiences (Bhattacherjee, (2012). The four (4) FGDs sessions were conducted for the
study. In Ikara Local Government of Kaduna State, we had four (4) sessions with
representatives from all the villages.

3.6 Participant Observation Technique
The researcher was an active participant in the phenomenon. In short, his input, or mere
presence influenced the phenomenon being studied (Bhattacherjee, 2012). It enabled
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the participants to obtain deeper information just as it enabled the researcher to observe
the situation critically.

3.7  Justification for Selecting the Respondents and Informants

To obtain accurate data for this research, twenty-two (22) respondents participated in the
in-depth interviews plus the four (4) FGDs sessions that were conducted with both the
beneficiaries and team leaders. The 12 informants interviewed comprise the major
stakeholders in the study area. This included: team leaders/coordinators of the sector
such as agriculture. These were the informants that will be extensively discussed the
intervention sectors. They are officials who were part and parcel of the project,
coordinators at the project levels, and officials at the grassroots level that comprises
traditional rulers at the clusters. They had a versatile insight into the project; some were
first contacted right from the formative stage of the projects.

These were as follows: RK1 Team leader, RK2 Sectional coordinator, RK3 District
heads, Pampaida Dutse, RK4 Treasurer/rural project, RK5 District head, Katsinawa
Nakunne, RK6 Woman leader/cooperative, Pampaida, RK7 Ex-official at Pampaida,
RKS8 Secretary of MVP 2, RK9 Secretary AGRA, RK10 Extension agent, RK11 Team
leader, Health coordinator, RK12 Coordinator in charge of infrastructure. The purpose
of conducting the FGD and IDIs was to give the researcher a robust and clear picture of
the impact analysis of the problem under study.

3.8  Technique for Data Presentation and Analysis

The data collected from both qualitative and quantitative methods were triangulated.
The data are presented and analysed using both the Thematic Approach and the
descriptive statistical analysis. It is a stage in which the researcher's primary concern is
to find answers to numerous questions on the Millennium Villages Project in the two
states. This will enable the researcher to determine the extent to which the research
objectives have been achieved. The statistics include frequency distributions and
percentages.

3.9 Theoretical Framework

This section focuses on Modernization and Dependency Theory as appropriate theories
for explaining the problem of development interventions in Third World countries,
especially the rural areas in Africa vis-vis:

3.10 Modernisation Theory
The two broad schools have emerged to explain the obstacles to the development of
countries in Africa, Latin America, and Asia and them give the capacity to develop and
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improve the well-being of their peoples. On the one hand, the modernisation school
argues that developing countries lack certain characteristics that will enable them to lift
up and take the trajectory of development. Part of their prescription is that for the
developing countries to develop, they need developmental aid from the developed
industrialised countries of the North. Scholars in this school of thought include: Rostow
(1960), Pye (1962), Parsons (1964), Hoselitz (1960), Lerner (1965), and McClelland
(1967), Todaro (1977), Sach (2003). Jivetti, (2012).

The school is in a transformative process. According to proponents of this school, for a
developing country to move into modernity, its traditional structures and values must be
totally replaced by a set of modern values. This exposition has found some solutions for
the promotion of Third World, given a universal premise of the first stages through
which all societies either have passed or will have to pass. They include: the stage of
traditional society, that of preconditions for development, that of “take off”, that of
maturity; and, finally, that of mass consumption. Suppose the problem facing the
developing countries resides in their lack of productive investments, the solution lies in
providing development aids in the form of capital, technology, and expertise to these
countries (Rostow, 1960).

The theorists contend that the rest of the world can attain development through
assistance from the West, which i1s much more developed. Modernisation was
popularised during the 1960s-1970s on the premise that progress in the West can be
replicated in the rest of the world (Peet and Hartwick, 2009). This school of thought
guided the practice of international development based on the idea that developing
countries could be brought to the same level of development as developed countries
through a development aid relationship. The modernisation school has been the
dominant, orthodox guiding development thinking and practice over the decades. It
promotes the dominance and superiority of the rich, wealthy Western countries over the
developing countries (Peet & Hartwick, 2009).

As argued by Matunhu (2011), the modernisation movement of the 1950s and 1960s is
an economic theory that is rooted in capitalism. It incorporates the full spectrum of the
transition and drastic transformation that a traditional society must undergo to become
modern. The school is about Africa following the developmental footsteps of Europe
(essentially the former colonisers of Africa). According to modernity, policies that are
intended to raise the standard of living of people in the developing countries often
consist of disseminating knowledge and information about more efficient production
techniques. For instance, the agriculture modernisation involves encouraging farmers to
try new crops, new production methods, and adopt new marketing skills.
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3.11 Dependency Theory

On the other hand, the dependency school of thought argues that the solution to the
problem of underdevelopment in the global South lies in complete independence of the
developing countries from the clutches of the developed industrialised countries and not
in the solutions that the developed countries have so far proffered. Hence, they argue
that such development strategies can only ensure the continuous dependence of
developing countries on developed countries. Development aid according to scholars
like Amin (1976) (Frank) 1978, Rodney (1974), Easterly (2006), Mckay (2016), Peace
(2003), Abuzeid (2009), Akonor (2008), Goldsmith (2015), Alberto and Dollar (2002)
and Sharma (2008), are just instrument of continuous exploitation of the developing
countries, mismanagement, corruption, etc. According to them, development aid
programmes cannot solve the problems of underdevelopment in the developing
countries.

Contrary to the position of the dependency school of thought, Amin (1976) argues that
the agrarian crisis of the developing country of today is largely the result of these
setbacks. The subsequent investment of foreign capital does not have the effect of
correcting these retrogressive changes establishes in the periphery. (Amin, 1976, and
Frank, 1978).

The genesis of underdevelopment is a whole historical process. It is not merely an
economic one which coincided with the history of the geographical spread of capitalism
and its constitutions as a structured world system, with a periphery explaining these
outward features, which are three in number: unevenness of productivity as between the
spheres, disarticulation and economic domination from outside. (Rodney, 1974). For
the dependency school, the spread of European “civilization™ to the rest of the world was
accompanied by the extraction of raw materials, the draining of social resources, and the
loss of control over the basic institutions of society. The result is the evolvement of
“dependency” or, at best, “dependent development” which rapidly became the
periphery of a world system dominated by the European center. Instead of being
developed by their connections with the center of the global capitalist order, peripheral
societies were actively underdeveloped, and the political and ethical implications were
catastrophic for Europe's historical evolution (Peet & Hartwick 2009 and Dos Santos
1970).

The position of the Dependency assertion is that it would be impossible to understand
the processes and problems of Africa without considering the broader socio-historical
context of Western European expansion (industrial and mercantile capitalism) and the
colonisation of these places by the Western economies (Frank, 1969 & Rodney1972).
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The intervention becomes an imposed one, especially as such fails to construct adequate
notions of both the causal powers of social structures and the role of human agency in
shaping social relations in general.

The Dependency school views Africa in general and the rural areas in particular as
having been strategically positioned by the centre as recipients of poor services as well
as ill-advice from the metropolis. (Rodney, 1974). Similarly, Matunhu 2001 posits that
Africa's poverty is not natural but persuaded. It was a result of a protracted capitalistic
dominance by the metropolis. Similarly, the poverty and underdevelopment in most
rural areas in Africa are the result of the inhibiting relationship between them and the
urban areas. Immanuel Wallerstein's World System Theory endorsed the above view,
which, in turn has borrowed heavily from Gunder Frank's studies of Latin America.

Therefore, poverty reduction policies and strategies have tended to be influenced by the
development theories. Modernistic policies and strategies tend to be top-down in
approach. They see the development of Africa as the responsibility of the metropolitan
states. Thus, development strategies and finances are produced, packaged, and sent to
Africa by the economically powerful states. The beneficiaries of development support
are usually marginalised. The dependency school attributes rural poverty to the
continuous plunder of human and non-human resources from the satellite to the
metropolis (Matunhu 2001).

The dependency school has argued against this notion and is of the opinion that
capitalism is not a strategy that can work for the enormous majority of the world's poor.
They have maintained that it reproduces class tensions and inequalities that are found in
the economically advanced countries. Underdevelopment is not just a failure to develop.
It is an active process of impoverishment of the rural areas by the developed world and
leaders who have to failed utilise their surplus for the betterment of their populace.

The theory Dependency and underdevelopment that was used in analysing the
phenomenon of reliability on external intervention in matters of projects
implementation in Third World Countries is still relevant in this study as the project
could not be sustained by local authorities at the end of the external intervention.

The Dependency Theory argues that reliance on foreign aid has been a hindrance to
development in third world countries. Such aids rarely influence development.
Therefore, the Millennium Villages Project, as one of the interventionist projects is
being touted as an agent for promoting rural development in the African countries. The
approach falls short of our expectations as its activities in Kaduna of Nigeria are
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incapable of promoting sustainable livelihood among the poor masses, because of its too
much dependence on international development interventionist programmes as its
driving force. This has resulted to too much reliance and overdependence on the foreign
aids that promote the exploitation of the African countries and Nigeria in particular.

4.0 Agricultural Sector under International Development Intervention and
Rural Development of the Millennium Villages Project in Kaduna State
(Ikara, Pampaida) An Analysis

4.1 Introduction

Prior to the millennium villages project, the study had a contact with some officials for
more detailed and discovered that; subsistence agriculture is practiced by the
communities who are predominantly (>90%) engaged in agriculture. There was low
farm productivity due to rural-urban migration of youths, Poor access to production
inputs (seeds and fertilizers), micro-credits, lack of post-harvest technologies, and
markets resulted in poor returns on investments by farmers. In addition, there was also
lack of access to farm inputs and improved seeds for farmers and community groups.
Lack of extension services for farmers and local institutions, poor access to market, lack
of access to financial services for farmers. No formal training opportunities for youths
on agriculturally based livelihoods. Inadequate of infrastructures for farm produce.
Inaccessible farm roads and ageing agricultural produce (Baseline data: Millennium
Villages Project).

4.2: Demographic Data of the Respondents
Table 4.2.1: Range of the Respond ents Age

Ikara

Age group Frequency Percent
18-25 45 11.6
26-30 81 20.8
31-35 127 32.6
36-45 75 19.3
46-55 59 15.2
Total 387 99.4

Missing System 2 5

Total 389 100.0

Source: Fieldwork 2021
As shown in table 4.2.1, the age arranged indicates that 45 (12%) of the respondents
were in the age group of 18-25 years. The second group 26-30 has a frequency of 81
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(20.8%). This is followed by participants who belongs to 31-35 with a frequency figure
of 127 (32.6%). The next age group stands as 36-45 which has 75 respondents and
accounts for 19.3% of the total number of respondents. The last category of age is 46-55
with respondents of 59 and accounted for 15.2%. Considering the age group from 26-30
with 20% and 31-35 with 32.6%, and above indicates that the aged were the greatest
beneficiaries of the Millennium Villages Project in Ikara.

Table 4.2.2: Respondents view on Gender

Ikara

Frequency Percent

Female 47 12.1
Male 296 76.1
Total 343 88.2
Missing  System 46 11.8
Total 389 100.0

Source: Fieldwork 2021

Table 4.2.2 indicates the gender sample, 47 (12.1%) of the respondents were females
while the remaining 296 (76.1%) were males. This shows that the male benefited more
than the female in Ikara.

Table 4.2.3: Respondents’ views on Educational Qualificatio n

Ikara

Frequency  Percent

Primary School 125 32.1

Qur'anic School 82 21.1
Secondary School 94 24.2

Tertiary 66 17.0

Total 1 2

Missing System 368 94.6
21 54

Total 389 100.0

Source: Fieldwork 2021

Concerning the descriptive analysis of education, 32.1% were primary school
certificates holders, while 21.1% of the respondents had Qur'anic school education
only. Another group of respondents that had secondary school certificate are 24.2%.
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Those that had post-secondary school educational qualifications such as NCE and
HND are 17.0%. This depicts that those attended school are with 32.8% primary and
24.1% secondary school had the opportunity of participating fully in the activities of
the interventions in Ikara.

Table 4.2.4: Marital Status of the Respondents

Ikara

Frequency Percent

Yes 347 89.2
No 34 8.7
Total 381 97.9
Missing  System 8 2.1
Total 389 100.0

Source: Fieldwork 2021

Regarding the marital status of the respondents in Ikara, one can see that the married
ones are 89.2%. Those unmarried ones are 8.7%. This shows that the married ones
participated more in the Millennium Villages project are saddled with marital
responsibilities. This shows that the married ones participated more in the Millennium
Villages project and are saddled with marital responsibilities.

Table 4.2.5: Occupational Status of the Respondents

Ikara

Frequency  Percent

Farming 287 73.8
Trader 27 6.9
House Wife 37 9.5
Student 35 9.0
Others 2 S
Total 388 99.7
Missing ~ System 1 3
Total 389 100.0

Source: Fieldwork 2021

As shown in table 4.2.5, the total number of farmers in Ikara is 73.8%. traders are 6.9%.
Other respondents are housewives with 9.5%, while students were 9.0%. Others belong
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to .5%. This shows that those in the farming activities were the most dominant and
participated more in aspect of the Millennium Villages Project intervention programmes
in Ikara.

Regarding the respondents in the respective local government area, had 99.7% from
Ikara Local Government. This depicts that the local government participated in the
Millennium Villages intervention project.

Table 4.2.6 Which of the following did you have access to after the Commencement of the agriculture Millennium Villages Proje ct
intervention?

Fertilizer Seed Chemical Livestock Others
F% Fooo% F % F % Foo%

Tkara

Yes ¥ %92 Yoo 3 979 Yes 14 36 Yes %67 Yes T
No 3 s No § 2 No 375 964 No 31 No 398 9.7
Tol 39 q000 Totl 39 qo00 Totl 389 q000 Totl 3gg 997 Totl 39 1000
Missing Missing Missing Missing . Missing

system system system system ~system

Total Total Total Total 389 1000 Total

Souree: Fieldwork 2021
Table 4.2.6 depicts that 386 (99.2%) of the respondents answered yes to the question. In
other words, they received fertilizer from the project while the respondents 3 of (.8%)
answered that they did not receive any support in the form of fertilizer distributed to
them. Regarding the seed, respondents that were asked if they had access to it, 381
(97.9%) said yes. 8 (2.1%) said they had no access to seeds. With respect to chemical 14
(or 3.6%) of the respondents they had access to it. About 375 (or 96.4) of them had no
access to it. 376 (or 96.7%) of the respondents had access to livestock 12 (or 3.1%) of
them did not access the livestock so distributed. The missing value is 03%. Finally,
regarding 1 (.3%) said yes, while 389 (99.7%) answered no belonging to others items of
agriculture that is not mentioned.
RK2, said that he received good training in the farming sector, for instance, they
assisted us toward access to getting good seeds, chemicals, and fertilizer free of
charge. For instance, they gave us eleven (11) bags of fertilizer and at the end
they need only three bags of corn to feed our children at school.

In addition, women were given goats, sheep, men had bicycles and motorcycles free of
charge. Also, with what we gathered from agriculture, we even bought two cars from the
money”. Another respondent mentioned that ... most people have continued to enroll
their children 2-3 years as aresult of the intervention” (In-depth Interview with RK3).

According to FGD, BK4, buttressed that; cows and harrow machine, sheep, and goat
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donated to them. They trained us modern farming of maize and with eleven bags of free
fertilizer each, but subsequently it changed”. Another respondent adds, “they trained us
Sasakawa planting and linked us with companies that provided us with fertilizer on loan
to our cooperatives. It reduced poverty and yielded more output. However, on the issue
of loan from bank prior to the project, nobody would give you loan but at moment, easy
for us to access; fertilizer, chemicals etc. In the same vein, “people thought is deception
that their land would be confiscated” (FGD Bk4).

Another informant posits that, “prior to the intervention, we used to plant millet but at
moment we have diversified it to more crops. Nevertheless, the promises made to us was
high. As such, construction of dam, and road, but nowhere to be found. Another
informant corroborates the point above when he said:
They met us as farmers (interventionist) practicing the traditional system of
farming. Then, showed us the modern way of farming in hectare, taught us how
to get 40-50 bags (Rk4) in the issue of fertilizers there were constraint due to lack
of funds. They brought fertilizer free of charge in each household 11 bags
distributed to them.
They enroll our children in school of agriculture at Dogon Dawa for training;
they came back and imparted the knowledge of farming to us. They gave us cows
and sheep, and linked on how to obtain loan, and deposit money in the bank
(RK4).
Another respondent affirms: “That agriculture we used rudimentary tools for
farming. But at moment, livestock like: cows, and sheep were given for
empowerment and trained us modern farming for instance, how to plant maize
Sasakawa” (In-depth Interview with RKG6).

One of those that took part in one of the focus group discussions said:

The intervention project trained us how to plant in hectare that would produce
more crops, 30-40 bags.” Another respondent said.: “we have improved, before
we did not have money to buy a bag of fertilizer, they started given us 11 bags of
fertilizer free of charge. Then 10% was imposed, some refused to pay with the
maize. Later, it changed to loan. They gave us cows, goats, sheep, machines for
irrigation, etc. at moment, we own ours. But many of the clusters they have sold
theirs”. Another interviewee said: ‘“the problem was within ourselves, for
instance, they gave us eleven bags of fertilizers, and returned with three bags of
maize. But some declined, later on, they stopped giving. Also, in terms of poultry
fishpond for training, we benefitted not all the clusters. The same opinion puts
that we have improved because of our cooperations, we further advanced. On

the intervention projects,” “we progressed a lot from the activities.” (FGD,
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BK2). While another respondent says that, “we have an obstacle from the
beginning but they helped us out.

To corroborate the views given above, our respondents also noted that “they educate us
best on agricultural practices which involved revolving funds, free fertilizer for the first
-year which made them to have more capital for revolving funds programmes. Market is
brought closer to them, that could be easily purchase and sold their product at better
price” (RK7 & RkS).

RK9, another informant, they assisted a lot in sensitizing, training them on how to plant
maize, soya beans, etc.

Another respondent on the issue of farming activity, “they tested the land and provided
the kind of fertilizer that would be useful to us. The fertilizer was free of charge but it
changed to be given a percentage of what you were given from the inputs. They set up
lead farmers under different cooperatives. (In-depth Interview with Rk10).

RK11 has of the opinion that as a result of the intervention by the project, most of the
Okada men (Yan Achaba or commercial motorcycle riders) returned home.

This informant said, “they trained us in the rearing of livestock such as sheep, cows just
as fertilizers were given also to us. We benefitted a lot in some places. Fertilizers were
given free of charge for 2 years. They put honey in our mouth, like to be continued. Later
on, they changed it to credit through company up to now. Therefore, thank God for that”
(FGD BK3). Another interviewee points that, “then, we used the traditional methods,
but now they trained us on how to plant maize, soya beans, rice and the application of
fertilizer. They invited us to Baban Gona. It was a programme that improved our farming
activities".

5.0  Discussion on Findings of the Study

This shows the objective of the study which states “to examine the extent to which the
Millennium Villages Project had impacted on agriculture” has been achieved. Also
reveal that intervention in the agriculture sectors that includes distribution of fertilizers,
seeds, chemicals, livestock to farmers yielded positive result as shown on table 4.2.6.
Most of the communities in the clusters which are Pampaida in the respective local
government benefited most. Prior to the intervention, crude implements were used in
order to find for their subsistent livelihood. Modern varieties of seeds were introduced,
with the technique of planting based on best practice. Fertilizers were given to the real
farmers in the clusters free of charge at the end of each harvest. In order to augment, a
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ratio of grain for school feeding was given out to children in the village. The NBS reports
did show that the poverty rate in Nigeria has risen from 71.5% to 61.9% and 62.8% using
the relative, absolute, and dollar per day measures, respectively, in 2011. This shows that
the country has been witnessing a trend of increasing poverty levels amid the so-called
economic prosperity. The government has been unable to translate its apparent high
economic growth rate into poverty reduction, and the expectation from the MDGs can
bereduced (CDD, 2014, p. 4-5).

Table 4.2.6 (Ikara) depicts that (99.0%) of the respondents answered yes to the question.
In other words, they received fertilizer from the project while the respondents (1.0.%)
answered that they did not receive any support. Regarding the seed, respondents that
were asked if they had access to it, (97.7%) said yes. (2.3%) said they had no access to
seeds. With respect to chemical (96.5%) of the respondents had access to it. About
(3.5%) of them had no access to it. (96.7%) of the respondents had access to
livestock(3.0%) of them did not access the livestock so distributed.

This shows on table 4.2.6. Though, in few instances, the villagers complained about late
distribution of the farm inputs. They promised (Pampaida) to help to construction of
dam for future production and irrigation. This did not materialise. Despite these
problems, findings of the research reveal that there were significant progress and
transformation of the agriculture sector in the areas covered by this study. The arable
land in Ikara led a huge expansion of productivity in all sub-theme; fertilizer, chemicals,
seeds etc., had higher percentage of interventions which developed a robust enrollment
of feeding programme with the percentage given after harvest but compare. Facilities
massively provided by the sector which have transformed the socio-economic lifestyle
of the people in the clusters. Most of the people were well- known during even after the
end of the project.

6.0 Conclusion

The research concludes that the international development programmes on the
Millennium Villages Project have significant impact on the wellbeing of the
communities. They experienced transformations in their farming activities as new
farming innovations were established. Bumper harvests were recorded across the
clusters where the communities had access to bank loans.

7.0 Recommendations

The study recommends that state should focus on its primary responsibilities,
infrastructures should be provided for all and sundry especially to the destitutes. The
structures of local government in the states should be strengthened that everybody will
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be part and parcel of the project. This will enhance any kind of project to ensure its
sustainability. The intervention on the agricultural sector, proper scrutiny should be
carried out, where template is not suitable for such intervention a good atmosphere
should look upon or substitute it with an appropriate location where inputs could be
valuable and productivity be enlarged scale.
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