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Abstract
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains one of the most protracted
and deeply rooted disputes in modern international relations.
Central to peace negotiations for decades has been the proposal of
a two-state solution, envisioning independent and sovereign states
of Israel and Palestine coexisting side by side. However, despite
numerous diplomatic efforts, including the Oslo Accords, Camp
David Summit, and various UN resolutions, the implementation of
this vision has proven elusive. This paper critically examines the
historical evolution of the two-state proposal, evaluates the
political, territorial, and ideological obstacles that continue to
hinder its realization, and analyzes current developments on the
ground that suggest a shift away from the viability of such a model.
By exploring the perspectives of key stakeholders and the
geopolitical dynamics at play, this study questions whether the
two-state solution remains a practical framework for peace or has
become a symbolic myth used to maintain diplomatic engagement
without meaningful progress. The paper concludes by assessing
alternative approaches and highlighting the need for renewed
international commitment toward a just and lasting resolution.

Keywords: Israel, Palestine, Two-State Solution, Middle East, Conflict
Resolution, International Relations, Peace Process

1. Introduction

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict stands as one of the most enduring and emotionally
charged geopolitical struggles in modern history. At the heart of this decades-long
conflict lies the complex question of national self-determination, territorial claims, and
the quest for peace in a region marked by repeated cycles of violence, displacement, and
failed negotiations. Since the mid-20th century, the two-state solution — envisioning
independent and sovereign states of Israel and Palestine coexisting peacefully — has
been promoted as the most viable pathway to a lasting resolution. This vision gained
significant international momentum following the 1993 Oslo Accords and was later
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reinforced through numerous diplomatic efforts led by the United States, the United
Nations, and regional actors (Gordon, 2021; United Nations, 2022).

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains one of the most enduring and emotionally
charged conflicts in modern international relations. Rooted in competing nationalist
claims to the same land, the struggle has persisted for over a century, marked by war,
displacement, occupation, and failed peace initiatives. At the heart of international
diplomatic efforts is the "two-state solution," a framework that envisions a secure Israel
and a sovereign, independent Palestine coexisting side by side within internationally
recognized borders (UNGA, 1947; Eldar, 2021).

Despite widespread global endorsement, the implementation of the two-state
framework has consistently stalled. Key impediments include the continued expansion
of Israeli settlements in the West Bank, the political fragmentation between the
Palestinian Authority and Hamas, the contested status of Jerusalem, and deep-seated
mutual distrust (Rudoren, 2023; Alsaafin, 2022). Moreover, the events of October 7,
2023 — marked by a deadly escalation between Hamas and Israeli forces — have
reignited international debate over the viability of the two-state paradigm in the face of
growing calls for alternative models, such as a one-state or confederation approach
(Beaumont, 2023).

Initially proposed in the 1947 United Nations Partition Plan, the two-state model has
been the cornerstone of nearly every peace negotiation since the Madrid Conference of
1991 and the Oslo Accords of 1993. However, over the decades, this vision has been
undermined by a combination of expanding Israeli settlements in the West Bank, the
political fragmentation between Fatah and Hamas, security concerns, contested claims

over Jerusalem, and a lack of sustained international pressure or enforcement
mechanisms (B'Tselem, 2021; Khalidi, 2020).

Recent events, including the escalation of violence in Gaza and the West Bank in 2023
and the increasing normalization of Israeli-Arab relations through the Abraham
Accords, have cast further doubt on the feasibility of the two-state solution. Observers
increasingly argue that a one-state reality—marked by systemic inequality,
displacement, and military occupation—has already taken hold on the ground,
rendering the two-state solution more symbolic than realistic (Human Rights Watch,
2021; Pappé, 2022).
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This paper explores the question: Is the two-state solution still a viable reality, or has it
become a myth sustained by diplomatic inertia? By examining the historical trajectory,
international diplomacy, and current socio-political dynamics, the study seeks to
uncover whether there remains a genuine path to peace through separation, or if
alternative solutions must now be considered.

This paper critically explores whether the two-state solution remains a feasible path
forward or has become a diplomatic myth, preserved more by rhetoric than by reality. By
examining the historical trajectory of peace negotiations, the evolving ground realities,
and the interests of key stakeholders, this study aims to provide a comprehensive
assessment of the current and future prospects for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Ultimately, it challenges the international community to reconsider whether
existing strategies are adequate or whether new frameworks must be developed in
pursuit of justice, security, and coexistence in the region.

2. Historical Context

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has its roots in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
marked by the rise of both Jewish and Arab nationalist movements. A pivotal moment
occurred in 1947 when the United Nations General Assembly adopted Resolution 181,
proposing the partition of the British Mandate of Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab
states, with Jerusalem under international administration. While Jewish leaders
accepted the plan, Arab leaders rejected it, leading to the 1948 Arab-Israeli War
following the declaration of the State of Israel., (Alsaafin, 2022).

The ensuing decades were characterized by intermittent conflicts and attempts at peace.
A significant breakthrough came in 1993 with the Oslo Accords, where Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) mutually recognized each other. The accords
aimed to establish a framework for Palestinian self-governance and set the stage for
future negotiations on critical issues such as borders, refugees, and the status of
Jerusalem, (Beaumont, 2023)

Despite these efforts, the peace process has faced numerous setbacks. The Second
Intifada in the early 2000s, ongoing settlement expansions, and political divisions
between Palestinian factions have hindered progress. In recent years, tensions have
escalated dramatically. On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched a significant attack on
Israel, resulting in approximately 1,200 Israeli deaths and the capture of 253 hostages.
Israel's subsequent military response has led to over 51,000 Palestinian deaths in Gaza,
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with widespread destruction and a severe humanitarian crisis, (Rudoren, 2023). These
developments have further complicated the prospects for a two-state solution, raising
questions about its feasibility in the current geopolitical climate.

3. The Two-State Solution: Concept and Proposals

The two-state solution envisions an independent State of Palestine existing side-by-side
with the State of Israel, based on pre-1967 borders with mutually agreed land swaps and
with East Jerusalem as the Palestinian capital. This idea, long considered the most viable
path to peace, is grounded in international law and has received broad support from the
global community, including the United Nations, the European Union, the Arab League,
and successive U.S. administrations (United Nations, 2023; European Council, 2022).

The proposal gained significant momentum following the Oslo Accords of 1993, which
marked the first direct negotiations between Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO). These accords laid the foundation for limited Palestinian self-rule
in parts of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, with the hope that final-status negotiations
would follow (Gordon, 2021). Further developments, such as the 2000 Camp David
Summit and the 2003 Roadmap for Peace proposed by the Quartet (UN, U.S., EU, and
Russia), attempted to push the framework forward but ultimately failed to bridge the
fundamental divides on core issues — borders, security, refugees, and the status of
Jerusalem (Baker & Satloft, 2022).

More recently, in response to renewed violence and international pressure, efforts have
been made to revive the idea. For instance, U.S. President Joe Biden, in his 2023 address
to the UN General Assembly, reaffirmed U.S. support for the two-state solution,
describing it as "the only path to a just and lasting peace" (White House, 2023).
Similarly, the Arab League and EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell reiterated their
support for a negotiated settlement based on the two-state model (Arab League, 2023;
Borrell, 2023).

However, while the concept remains popular in diplomatic discourse, realities on the
ground - including the rapid expansion of Israeli settlements, the political split between
the Palestinian Authority and Hamas, and a lack of sustained trust - have severely
undercut its feasibility (Beaumont, 2023). Critics argue that the two-state model has
become more of a symbolic talking point than a realistic policy objective, especially as
Israel's government shifts further to the right and Palestinian leadership faces internal
fragmentation and legitimacy crises (Rudoren, 2023; Alsaafin, 2022).
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4. Obstacles to the Two-State Solution

The pursuit of a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has encountered
numerous challenges that have intensified over time. These obstacles encompass
territorial disputes, political divisions, security concerns, and broader geopolitical
dynamics.

4.1. Expansion of Israeli Settlements

The continuous expansion of Israeli settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem
poses a significant barrier to the realization of a contiguous and viable Palestinian state.
As of November 2023, over 700,000 Israeli settlers reside in these areas, with more than
three-quarters of the settlements established post-Oslo Accords. This expansion not
only violates international law but also fragments Palestinian territories, undermining
the feasibility of a two-state framework., (Khalid, 2020).

4.2.  Political Fragmentation within Palestinian Leadership

The internal division between the Palestinian Authority (PA) in the West Bank and
Hamas in Gaza has weakened the Palestinian national movement. This schism
complicates efforts to present a unified front in negotiations and undermines the
legitimacy of Palestinian governance structures. Recent calls by President Mahmoud
Abbas for Hamas to disarm and transfer control of Gaza to the PA highlight the ongoing
struggle for political cohesion, (United Nations, 2023; European Council, 2022).

4.3.  Israeli Government's Stance

The current Israeli administration, led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, has
expressed strong opposition to the establishment of a sovereign Palestinian state.
Netanyahu's government has emphasized maintaining security control over the West
Bank and has rejected international pressures advocating for a two-state solution. This
stance significantly hampers diplomatic efforts aimed at resolving the conflict through
the two-state paradigm, (Khalid, 2020)

4.4.  Security Concerns and Mutual Distrust

Security remains a paramount concern for both Israelis and Palestinians. The October 7,
2023, attacks by Hamas, resulting in significant Israeli casualties and hostages, have
intensified Israeli security measures and military responses. Conversely, Palestinians
face ongoing military operations, restrictions, and humanitarian crises, particularly in
Gaza, fostering deep-seated mistrust and resentment, (United Nations, 2023; European
Council, 2022).
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4.5.  International Dynamics and Geopolitical Shifts

Global and regional geopolitical shifts have influenced the Israeli-Palestinian conflict's
trajectory. Normalization agreements between Israel and several Arab states, such as the
Abraham Accords, have altered traditional alliances and reduced collective Arab
pressure for a Palestinian state. Additionally, international actors often express support
for a two-state solution without implementing concrete measures to advance it, leading
to skepticism about the international community's commitment, (Khalid, 2020).

5. Current Realities

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has escalated dramatically since October 7, 2023,
following a surprise attack by Hamas that resulted in over 1,200 Israeli deaths and the
capture of approximately 250 hostages. In response, Israel launched extensive military
operations in Gaza, leading to a humanitarian crisis of unprecedented scale.

5.1.  Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza

Israel's military campaign has resulted in significant civilian casualties and
infrastructure destruction in Gaza. As of April 2025, over 51,000 Palestinians have been
killed, with many casualties occurring during airstrikes on civilian shelters, including
schools and hospitals. The blockade of Gaza has led to severe shortages of food,
medicine, and other essential supplies, exacerbating the humanitarian situation.
International organizations have reported outbreaks of diseases such as polio due to the
collapse of healthcare services, (United Nations, 2023; European Council, 2022).

5.2.  Political Fragmentation and Leadership Challenges

The Palestinian political landscape remains deeply divided. President Mahmoud Abbas,
facing declining popularity and internal pressure, has proposed the creation of a vice
presidency to address succession concerns. This move aims to reassert the Palestinian
Authority's relevance, especially in the context of Gaza's future governance. However,
the lack of elections since 2006 and ongoing tensions with Hamas continue to
undermine political cohesion, (United Nations, 2023; European Council, 2022).

5.3.  Israeli Political Dynamics

Within Israel, the government led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu faces
pressure from far-right ministers to intensify military operations in Gaza. Calls for the
occupation of Gaza and the displacement of its population have drawn international
condemnation. Despite global criticism, including from traditional allies, the Israeli
government maintains its stance on security and territorial control, (United Nations,
2023; European Council, 2022).
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5.4.  International Response and Diplomatic Efforts

The international community remains divided in its response to the conflict. While some
nations have called for immediate ceasefires and humanitarian aid access, others have
expressed support for Israel's right to self-defense. Efforts by mediators from countries
like Qatar and Egypt to broker a lasting ceasefire have so far been unsuccessful, with key
issues such as Hamas's disarmament and Israeli troop withdrawals remaining
unresolved, (United Nations, 2023; European Council, 2022).

6. Alternatives and Future Prospects

As the viability of the two-state solution faces increasing skepticism, several alternative
frameworks have emerged, each proposing different paths toward resolving the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

6.1. Confederation Model

A confederation model envisions two sovereign states—Israel and
Palestine—coexisting with shared institutions and coordinated policies on issues such
as security, trade, and infrastructure. This approach seeks to balance national self-
determination with practical cooperation, drawing inspiration from successful models
like the European Union. Proponents argue that such a structure could address the
complex realities on the ground while maintaining the distinct identities of both peoples.
However, challenges remain in establishing effective governance structures and
ensuring equitable representation, (Baker & Satloff, 2022).

6.2.  One-State Solution

The one-state solution proposes a single, binational state encompassing all of historic
Palestine, where Israelis and Palestinians would share equal rights and responsibilities.
While this model addresses issues of equality and justice, it raises concerns about the
preservation of national identities and the feasibility of democratic governance in a
deeply divided society. Support for this solution has been growing among Palestinians,
particularly in Gaza, where a slight majority now favor a one-state framework over the
traditional two-state approach, (Baker & Satloft, 2022).

6.3.  International Trusteeship and Interim Governance

In light of the ongoing conflict and political fragmentation, some propose an
international trusteeship over Palestinian territories, particularly Gaza, to oversee
reconstruction and facilitate the establishment of democratic institutions. This interim
governance model aims to stabilize the region and create conditions conducive to a
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future political settlement. However, the success of such an approach depends on the
willingness of international actors to commit resources and political capital, as well as
the cooperation of local stakeholders, (Baker & Satloff, 2022).

6.4.  Technological and Civil Society Initiatives

Innovative approaches involving technology and civil society engagement are also
being explored. For instance, Al-assisted dialogues have been used to facilitate
communication between Israeli and Palestinian peacebuilders, leading to joint
statements and shared demands for international intervention. These grassroots
initiatives demonstrate the potential for bottom-up efforts to complement top-down
diplomatic processes, (Baker & Satloff, 2022).

6.5.  Prospects for Peace

The future of peace in the region hinges on several critical factors: the resolution of
internal Palestinian divisions, the establishment of a unified and legitimate leadership,
and the willingness of Israel to engage in meaningful negotiations. International actors,
including the United Nations and regional powers, must play a proactive role in
facilitating dialogue and supporting sustainable solutions. While the path to peace
remains fraught with challenges, the persistence of conflict underscores the necessity
for innovative and inclusive approaches to achieve a just and lasting resolution.

7. Conclusion

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, deeply rooted in historical grievances, territorial
disputes, and competing national identities, continues to defy resolution. The two-state
solution, long championed as the most viable path to peace, faces significant challenges.
The expansion of Israeli settlements, internal Palestinian political fragmentation, and
the evolving geopolitical landscape have all contributed to the erosion of the two-state
framework's feasibility. Recent escalations, including the 2023 Hamas attack and
subsequent Israeli military operations in Gaza, have further complicated the situation,
leading to a humanitarian crisis and increased international concern.

Alternative proposals, such as confederation models, the one-state solution, and
international trusteeship, offer potential avenues for resolution. However, each presents
its own set of challenges and requires a fundamental shift in the political will of all
parties involved. The international community's role remains crucial, not only in
facilitating dialogue but also in holding all parties accountable to international law and
human rights standards.
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Ultimately, the path to peace lies in a collective commitment to justice, equity, and
mutual recognition. Without such a commitment, the cycle of violence and retaliation is
likely to persist, further entrenching divisions and delaying the prospect of a lasting and
justresolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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