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Abstract

Community policing has emerged as a strategy to enhance crime control by fostering
collaboration between law enforcement agencies and local communities. This study aims to
evaluate the effectiveness of community policing in Kaduna Metropolis, Kaduna State,
Nigeria. Utilizing a mixed-methods approach, data were collected through surveys (n=355),
interviews, and focus group discussions with police officers, community leaders, and residents
between 2023-2024. Quantitative analysis involved statistical tests to assess the impact of
community policing initiatives on crime rates, while qualitative data were thematically
analyzed to understand stakeholders' perspectives and experiences. Preliminary findings
suggest that community policing has positively influenced perceptions of safety and trust
between police and communities. However, challenges such as resource constraints, training
gaps, and community engagement persist, affecting the program's overall effectiveness. This
study fills the paucity of empirical research on community policing in Kaduna Metropolis and
contributes to the growing body of knowledge on community policing in Nigeria, providing
insights for policymakers and law enforcement agencies seeking to enhance crime control
strategies in urban settings.

Keywords: Community Policing, Crime Control, Police-Community Partnership, Kaduna
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Introduction

Effective security management is critical to national stability and socio-economic
development, and this underscores the importance being given to the issue of security by
various governments by putting in place actions and structures that can ensure effective security
management. Traditionally, security management was the unilateral function of the state,
especially if we consider the intellectual view(s) of some political theorists like Hobbes (1962)
who opine that the essence of a state is to guarantee the security of lives and property and
ensure law and order through its political sovereignty and monopoly of violence. In recent
times, many governments have realized that they can no longer monopolize the business of
security in local domains as well as the world at large. This opinion has led to extending the
security community to include private players (in security business), Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) and the civilians to take the centre stage in security management and
prevention of crime.
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Since the 1990s, the attention of the world population has shifted to redefining security and
looking for the best approach that could guarantee effective security management and crime
prevention different from the traditional ones that had failed to address the increasing security
threats. The search for the best approach led to the emergence of the community policing
approach.

In Nigeria, community policing was adopted to address the challenges confronting the nation
as a result of the high crime rate. The incidence of crime in Nigeria has been on a rapid increase,
with Odekunle (2005) describing Nigeria's crime rate as reaching a critical threshold,
necessitating alternative strategies. In the last two years, the situation of violent crimes in
Nigeria has rapidly been on increase especially in northern Nigeria where the police and other
law enforcement agencies appear to be incapable of arresting various security breaches that
have undermined the safety of lives and property. Despite Nigeria's formal adoption of
community policing in 2004, rising crime rates suggest gaps in implementation, particularly in
Northern regions like Kaduna Metropolis. There is a growing incidence of crime and
criminality, as the country is plagued with violent crimes like terrorism, political violence,
assassination, incessant bank robbery, to mention a few.

Researchers and experts observe that the problematic nature of measuring the effectiveness of
community policing created a scarcity of empirical studies in that area. Previous efforts on
assessing the effectiveness have been largely anecdotal (Patterson, 2007). While another
measurement has tended to focus more on traditional indicators such as crime statistics even
though the objectives may be more specific than to reduce crime. Kaduna Metropolis represents
a strategic site for this study due to its ethnoreligious diversity, urbanization pressures, and
recurrent security challenges, which complicate community policing efforts. There is a paucity
of empirical researches on the effectiveness of community policing on crime prevention and
control in Nigeria and Kaduna Metropolis in particular.

Study Objectives

This study, therefore, is designed to assess the perception of people on the effectiveness of
community policing on crime prevention and control in Kaduna Metropolis. Specifically, the
study aims to:

e Assess public perception of community policing effectiveness in crime control

Identify structural and operational challenges facing community policing in Kaduna Metropolis

e Evaluate police-community collaboration mechanisms and their impact on crime
prevention

This study is necessitated by the fact that the effectiveness of community policing on crime
control will largely depend on the perception and supports of the people (Residents).

Literature Review

Historical Context and Evolution of Community Policing
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The concept of community policing emerged as a response to the limitations of traditional
reactive policing models that dominated law enforcement throughout the 20th century.
According to Kelling and Moore (1988), policing has evolved through three distinct eras: the
political era (1840s-1930s), the reform era (1930s-1980s), and the community policing era
(1980s-present). The community policing era represents a fundamental shift from incident-
driven reactive approaches to proactive problem-solving strategies that emphasize prevention
and community engagement.

Internationally, community policing gained prominence following successful implementations
in countries like Japan, where the Koban system demonstrated the effectiveness of
neighborhood-based policing (Bayley, 1994). In the United States, the broken windows theory
by Wilson and Kelling (1982) provided theoretical justification for community policing by
arguing that addressing minor disorders could prevent more serious crimes. The Chicago
Alternative Policing Strategy (CAPS) and similar programs in cities like Boston and San Diego
provided empirical evidence of community policing's potential effectiveness (Skogan &
Hartnett, 1997).

In the African context, colonial policing legacies significantly influenced post-independence
policing structures. Cole (1999) argued that colonial experience has a negative impact on the
knowledge of roles and functions among police officers in Africa. While there are tendencies
of post-colonial policing towards general law enforcement and other traditional police roles
such as the maintenance of internal security of the nation, police welfare issues, problem
solving and other aspects of community policing are significantly lacking in most of African
policing institutions. This historical backdrop is crucial for understanding contemporary
challenges in implementing community policing in Nigeria and other African countries.

Nigeria's journey toward community policing began in the early 2000s as a response to
increasing crime rates and public dissatisfaction with conventional policing methods. The
Nigeria Police Force officially adopted community policing in 2004, drawing inspiration from
international best practices while attempting to adapt to local contexts (Chukwuma, 2005).
However, implementation has been uneven across different regions, with varying degrees of
success and community acceptance.

Theoretical Framework of Community Policing

Community policing is grounded in several interconnected theoretical frameworks that
collectively inform its philosophy and practice. The social disorganization theory, originally
developed by Shaw and McKay (1942), suggests that crime rates are higher in communities
lacking social cohesion and collective efficacy. This theory underpins community policing's
emphasis on strengthening community bonds and informal social control mechanisms.

Trojanowicz and Bucqueroux (1990) identified three core components of community policing:
community partnerships, organizational transformation, and problem-solving. Community
partnerships involve collaborative relationships between police and community members,
including residents, business owners, civic leaders, and other stakeholders. Organizational
transformation requires police departments to restructure their operations, management
practices, and officer roles to support community-oriented approaches. Problem-solving
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involves systematic approaches to identifying, analyzing, and addressing the underlying causes
of crime and disorder rather than merely responding to incidents.

The problem-oriented policing model, developed by Goldstein (1990), provides a systematic
framework for addressing community problems through the SARA model (Scanning, Analysis,
Response, and Assessment). This approach encourages officers to move beyond incident
response to identify patterns, analyze root causes, develop tailored responses, and evaluate
outcomes. The integration of problem-oriented policing within community policing
frameworks creates a comprehensive approach to crime prevention and community safety.

Social capital theory also plays a crucial role in understanding community policing
effectiveness. Putnam (2000) described social capital as networks of relationships that enable
society to function effectively. Community policing seeks to build and leverage social capital
by fostering trust, cooperation, and collective efficacy within communities. Research by
Sampson, Raudenbush, and Earls (1997) on collective efficacy demonstrates how communities
with strong social ties and shared expectations for social control experience lower crime rates.

According to Gilbert and Macpherson, for community policing to succeed in Nigeria and
perhaps in any society, three essential practical strategies are strongly advocated: police-
community partnership, police-community information sharing, and police involvement in
community affairs. The police-community partnership programme is a strategy for making the
public a serious partner in policing the community. This works by establishing citizen advisory
committees, which opens channels of communication between the police and the public. These
committees are usually composed of well-established members of the society who are
charismatic and have the interest of the general community at heart.

Empirical Studies on Community Policing Effectiveness

The empirical literature on community policing effectiveness presents mixed findings,
reflecting the complexity of implementation contexts and measurement challenges. Systematic
reviews by Bennett, Holloway, Farrington, and Ludwig (2008) and Gill, Weisburd, Telep,
Vitter, and Bennett (2014) found modest but positive effects of community policing on crime
reduction and community satisfaction with police services. However, these effects varied
significantly across different program types, implementation quality, and community
characteristics.

In developed countries, several landmark studies have provided insights into community
policing effectiveness. The Kansas City Preventive Patrol Experiment (Kelling et al., 1974)
challenged assumptions about the effectiveness of routine patrol, paving the way for alternative
approaches like community policing. The Newark Foot Patrol Experiment (Police Foundation,
1981) demonstrated that foot patrols, while not significantly reducing crime, improved
community relations and reduced fear of crime. More recently, randomized controlled trials in
cities like Lowell, Massachusetts (Bichler & Gaines, 2005) and Philadelphia (Wood et al.,
2014) have provided more rigorous evidence of community policing's impact on specific
outcomes.

Research in developing countries, particularly in Africa, remains limited but growing. Studies
in South Africa (Pelser & Rauch, 2001) and Ghana (Tankebe, 2008) have explored community
policing implementation challenges in post-conflict and post-colonial contexts. These studies
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highlight the importance of addressing historical police-community tensions, resource
constraints, and capacity building needs.

Ren, Cao, Lovrich, and Gafftney (2005) found that community policing initiatives could
significantly improve police-community relationships and public confidence in police services.
Their research demonstrated that community-oriented activities, such as community meetings
and problem-solving partnerships, were associated with higher levels of public trust and
cooperation with police. However, they also noted that these improvements required sustained
commitment and adequate resources to maintain momentum.

Community Policing in the Nigerian Context

Nigeria's experience with community policing has been shaped by unique historical, cultural,
and institutional factors. Alemika and Chukwuma (2000) documented extensive police-
community tensions rooted in colonial policing practices, authoritarian governance, and human
rights abuses. These historical legacies created significant barriers to building trust and
cooperation necessary for effective community policing.

Studies by Chukwuma (2005) and Okorie (2011) identified several key challenges facing
community policing implementation in Nigeria, including inadequate funding, insufficient
training, lack of community buy-in, and resistance from traditional police officers accustomed
to command-and-control approaches. These challenges are compounded by broader issues such
as poverty, illiteracy, ethnic tensions, and weak governance structures.

However, some success stories have emerged from various parts of Nigeria. The Vigilante
Group of Nigeria (VGN) and similar community-based security organizations have
demonstrated the potential for community involvement in crime prevention (Pratten, 2008).
While not formally part of police structures, these groups illustrate communities' willingness
to participate in security provision when properly organized and supported.

Research by Innocent and Sofadekan (2014) in Lagos State found that community policing
initiatives improved police response times and increased crime reporting rates in participating
communities. However, they also noted persistent challenges related to resource allocation,
coordination between formal and informal security actors, and sustaining community
participation over time.

Challenges and Barriers to Community Policing Implementation

The literature identifies numerous challenges that impede effective community policing
implementation, particularly in developing country contexts. Resource constraints represent
perhaps the most significant barrier, as community policing requires investments in training,
equipment, personnel, and community infrastructure that many police departments cannot
afford (Brogden & Nijhar, 2005).

Organizational resistance within police departments also poses significant challenges.
Traditional police culture, characterized by hierarchy, control, and enforcement orientation,
often conflicts with community policing's emphasis on collaboration, problem-solving, and
service delivery (Cordner, 1997). Officers may resist changes to established routines,
particularly if they perceive community policing as less prestigious or effective than traditional
law enforcement activities.
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Community-level barriers include lack of trust in police, limited civic engagement, social
fragmentation, and competing priorities for community resources and attention (Skogan,
2006). In ethnically diverse communities like Kaduna Metropolis, additional challenges may
arise from inter-group tensions, differential treatment by police, and varying expectations about
appropriate police roles.

Existing literature reveals contradictions in implementation effectiveness. While some studies
(Button, 2007) suggest improved police-community relations, others highlight persistent
challenges in resource allocation and training (Alemika & Chukwuma, 2000). The creation of
citizen advisory committees paves way for the police system to succeed in the war against
crime, yet corruption remains present in most cases and is usually determined by the extent of
bribe given by either party to a case (Dambazau, 2007).

Success Factors and Best Practices

Despite challenges, research has identified several factors associated with successful
community policing implementation. Strong leadership commitment at all organizational
levels is crucial for driving cultural change and resource allocation (Cordner, 2005).
Comprehensive training programs that address both technical skills and attitudinal changes are
essential for preparing officers for community policing roles.

Community engagement strategies must be culturally appropriate and inclusive, reaching
diverse population groups and addressing specific local concerns (Friedmann, 1992).
Successful programs often begin with small-scale pilot projects that demonstrate value and
build momentum for broader implementation.

Policing agencies are unlikely to be successful in creating partnerships to address violent
crimes until they establish trusting relationships with the communities they serve (Schanzer et
al., 2016). The community policing strategies employed under this category included
community assessments and engagement, and efforts to educate members of the public, private,
and non-profit communities. The strength of this strategy is the value of information collected
from residents and other stakeholders about the issues and concerns of the community that can
help inform police activities that are best suited to address these concerns.

Gaps in Current Literature

The extant empirical literature has advanced evidence on the direct impact of attitudes toward
the police on community policing participation (Decker, 1981; Green & Decker, 1989; Reisig
& Giacomazzi, 1998; Schuck, Rosenbaum, & Hawkins, 2008). However, there is a lack of
research on the mediating role of attitudes toward the police on the relationship between
community policing participation and its determinants, particularly in the Nigerian context.

Several significant gaps remain in the community policing literature, particularly regarding
implementation in developing countries and diverse urban contexts like Kaduna Metropolis.
First, most empirical studies have been conducted in developed countries with different
policing traditions, resource levels, and community characteristics than those found in Nigeria.
The generalizability of findings from these contexts to Nigerian urban areas remains
questionable.
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Second, longitudinal studies examining the sustainability of community policing initiatives
over time are rare. Most evaluations focus on short-term outcomes and fail to capture long-
term impacts on crime rates, community relations, and organizational change. This gap is
particularly problematic given that community policing is often presented as a long-term
strategy requiring sustained investment and commitment.

Third, there is limited research on the specific mechanisms through which community policing
affects different types of crime and disorder. While aggregate crime statistics may show overall
reductions, understanding which crimes are most affected and why could inform more targeted
interventions.

Fourth, the literature lacks comprehensive cost-effectiveness analyses comparing community
policing to alternative crime prevention strategies. Given resource constraints in developing
countries, policymakers need evidence about the relative returns on investment from different
approaches to public safety.

Finally, there is insufficient attention to the role of technology and social media in
contemporary community policing efforts. As communities become increasingly connected
through digital platforms, understanding how these tools can enhance or complicate
community policing relationships becomes crucial.

Data and Method
Study Area

Kaduna metropolis, the capital city of Kaduna state in North-western Nigeria, serves as the
study location. The metropolis covers approximately 118 square kilometres and comprises two
local Government areas: Kaduna North and Kaduna South, as well as parts of Chikun and Igabi
local Government areas. With an estimated population of 1,699,330 (2017 Nigerian census),
the metropolis faces unique security challenges due to its ethnoreligious diversity, with Islam
and Christianity as the main religions practiced. Civil service is the main occupation,
complemented by industrial activities including textiles, machinery, petroleum products and
automobile companies. The selection of Kaduna Metropolis as the study area was strategic due
to its diverse socio-economic composition and its status as a major urban center experiencing
various security challenges that necessitate community policing interventions.

Research Design and Data Sources

The study utilized both primary and secondary data sources through a mixed-methods
approach. Primary data collection involved self-administered questionnaires (n=355) and Key
Informant Interviews (KII). Respondents were selected using stratified random sampling to
ensure representation across different communities within Kaduna Metropolis. The
quantitative component included surveys with residents, police officers, and community
leaders, while qualitative data were gathered through in-depth interviews and focus group
discussions.

Data on socio-demographic attributes and other vital information generated from the
questionnaire were sorted, coded, and processed using the Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS) version 25. The choice of SPSS version 25 was made to ensure compatibility
with current analytical standards and to leverage advanced statistical features. For qualitative
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data analysis, content analysis method was employed, which aligns with the inductive, concept-
building orientation of qualitative research (Merriam, 1998). This method was selected for its
systematic approach to identifying patterns and themes in interview transcripts and focus group
discussions.

Results

Table 1: Awareness of Community Policing Structures in Kaduna Metropolis

Response Frequency Percentage (%)
Not aware 205 57.7
Hierarchical 104 29.3

The community and law enforcement agencies |7 2.0

Vigilante group 39 11.0

Total 355 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2024

Table 1 shows that 57.7% of respondents were unaware of community policing structures,
indicating a significant need for public awareness campaigns. Only 29.3% of respondents
understood the hierarchical structure within the organization, while merely 2.0% recognized
the collaborative nature between community members and law enforcement agencies.

The qualitative data from Key Informant Interviews (KII) supports these findings. One
community leader noted:

"Many people in our community don't really understand what community policing is all about.
They see the uniformed officers and think it's just regular police work. We need more education
about how it's different and how we can participate." (KII/Community Leader/Kaduna
North/2024)

A police officer involved in community policing activities also observed:

"The biggest challenge we face is that people don't know we exist or what we do differently
from regular police. When we try to engage them, they are often skeptical because they don't
understand our approach." (KII/Police Officer/Kaduna South/2024)

Table 2: Services Provided by Community Police in Kaduna Metropolis

Response Frequency Percentage (%)
Not sure 84 23.7
Arrest 36 10.1
Investigations 49 13.8
Midnight patrol 154 43.4
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Raiding 20 5.6
Others 12 3.4
Total 355 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2024

Table 2 demonstrates that midnight patrol (43.4%) is the most recognized service provided by
community police, followed by investigations (13.8%) and arrests (10.1%). However, 23.7%
of respondents remained uncertain about the services provided, highlighting gaps in public
awareness.

Qualitative findings support these results. One respondent noted:

"The service they provide is often ranging from patrol and road block at night to secure the
area. They are easy to call for arrest in the community as they are responsive and welcoming."
(KI/KD/KW/DH/2024)

Another community member elaborated on the services they had experienced:

"They help us with settling minor disputes in the community, especially between neighbors.
They also respond quickly when we call them about suspicious activities. But I wish more
people knew about all the things they can help with." (KII/Resident/Chikun/2024)

A police supervisor provided additional insight into service provision:

"We try to offer comprehensive services beyond traditional policing. We mediate family
disputes, provide security advice to businesses, and work with schools on safety programs. But
our resources are limited, so we have to prioritize based on community needs." (KII/Police
Supervisor/Igabi/2024)

Table 3: Strategies Used for Community Policing in Kaduna Metropolis

Response Frequency Percentage (%)
Not Sure 168 47.3

Arrest 55 15.5

Crime reduction 39 11.0

Midnight patrol 74 20.8

Raiding 19 5.4

Total 355 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2024

Table 3 reveals that 47.3% of respondents were unaware of community policing strategies,
indicating significant information gaps. Among those aware, midnight patrol (20.8%) and
arrest procedures (15.5%) were the most recognized strategies.
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Key informant interviews revealed more nuanced understanding among stakeholders directly
involved in community policing. A community leader explained:

"The strategies they use include community meetings where they discuss security issues with
us, training programs for our youth, and working with traditional authorities to address
conflicts. But many residents only see the patrol cars and think that's all they do."
(KII/Traditional Ruler/Kaduna North/2024)

A police officer described their strategic approach:

"We use intelligence-led policing based on information from community members. We also
focus on crime prevention through community education and partnership with local
organizations. The challenge is that these proactive strategies are less visible than arrests or
patrols." (KII/Police Officer/Community Policing Unit/2024)

Table 4: Functions of Community Policing in Kaduna Metropolis

Response Frequency Percentage (%)
Not aware 99 27.9

Arrest offenders and prevent crimes 144 40.6

Bring peace 4 1.1

Midnight patrol, arrest, and investigation |46 13.0

Protect lives and property 35 9.9
Safeguarding the area 16 4.5

Settle dispute 11 3.1

Total 355 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2024

Table 4 indicates that crime prevention and arrest of offenders (40.6%) is the most recognized
function of community policing, followed by comprehensive security activities including
patrol, arrest, and investigation (13.0%).

The qualitative data reveals a more comprehensive understanding among some stakeholders
about the multifaceted functions of community policing. A community elder explained:

"They don't just arrest people. They help us solve problems before they become big issues.
When there are tensions between different groups in our area, they bring people together to talk
and find solutions." (KII/Community Elder/Kaduna South/2024)

A youth leader provided additional perspective:

"The community police work with us on programs to keep young people away from crime.
They visit schools, organize sports activities, and connect youth with job opportunities. This
prevention work is very important but people don't always see it." (KII/Youth
Leader/Chikun/2024)
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Table 5: Effectiveness of Community Policing in Crime Detection

Effectiveness Measures Very High High Moderately Low Very Low
F (%) F (%) F (%) F (%) F (%)
Overall effectiveness rating 39 (11.0) 83 (23.4) 129 (36.3) [84(14.1) 20 (5.6)
Community commitment level |66 (18.6) [160 (45.1) - 109 (20.3) 20 (5.6)
Community-police relationship 44 (12.4) 81 (22.8) 137 (38.6) 38 (10.7) 55 (15.5)

Source: Field Survey, 2024

Table 5 demonstrates that 36.3% of respondents rated community policing effectiveness as
moderate, while 34.4% rated it as high or very high. Community commitment to participation
shows stronger positive ratings, with 63.7% rating it as high or very high.

Qualitative insights provide deeper understanding of these effectiveness perceptions. A
business owner shared their experience:

"Since the community police started working in our area, we have seen a reduction in theft and
vandalism. They know the area well and respond quickly when we call. The relationship
between police and community has definitely improved." (KII/Business Owner/Kaduna
North/2024)

However, some residents expressed mixed views about effectiveness:

"They are trying their best, but they need more resources and support. Sometimes they can't
respond to all calls because they don't have enough vehicles or personnel. The community is
willing to support them, but we also need government to do more." (KII/Resident/Igabi/2024)

A police commander provided institutional perspective:

"Community policing has been effective in areas where we have strong community
partnerships. Crime reporting has increased, and we solve more cases because of community
cooperation. But effectiveness varies across different neighborhoods depending on community
engagement levels." (KII/Police Commander/2024)

Table 6: Preferred Organization for Criminal Arrests

Response

Frequency Percentage (%)

Police

214 60.3

Community policing member

141 39.7

Total

355 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2024

Table 6 reveals that despite perceived effectiveness, 60.3% of respondents still prefer
conventional police for criminal arrests, while 39.7% would contact community policing
members.
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The qualitative data helps explain this apparent contradiction. A community member
explained:

"For serious crimes like armed robbery or murder, we still prefer to call the regular police
because they have more resources and authority. But for community issues and minor crimes,
the community police are better because they know us and understand our problems."
(KII/Resident/Kaduna South/2024)

A traditional leader provided additional insight:

"People trust community police for everyday issues, but for major crimes, they want the full
force of the law. This doesn't mean community police are not effective; it means people see
them as having different but complementary roles." (KII/Traditional Authority/Chikun/2024)

Discussion of Findings

This study found that respondents perceived Community Police as moderately to highly
effective in crime detection and reduction. The findings align with Kelling and Moore (2014)
who classified the contemporary period as the community policing era due to the need for
adequate protection of individuals and their properties within communities.

However, the data reveals important contradictions that warrant discussion. While 60.3% of
respondents rated community policing effectiveness positively, 60.3% still prefer conventional
police for arrests. This apparent contradiction suggests that effectiveness perception does not
directly translate to trust in handling serious criminal matters. Several factors may explain this
paradox:

e Legal Authority Concerns: Community policing members may lack the formal legal
authority perceived necessary for serious criminal cases

e Resource Limitations: Conventional police may be viewed as better equipped to handle
complex investigations

e Institutional Trust: Long-established institutional trust in conventional police persists
despite community policing effectiveness

The study identified significant challenges including lack of public support, inadequate
equipment, limited public awareness, insufficient government support, high illiteracy levels
among members, poor public cooperation, and inadequate funding. These findings reflect
Ibrahim's (2015) observation that the deterrent capacity of the Police Force has been largely
overestimated.

Study Limitations
This study acknowledges several limitations that may affect the generalizability of findings:

e Sample Bias: The study focused solely on Kaduna Metropolis, limiting broader
applicability

e Self-reporting Bias: Responses may be influenced by social desirability or personal
experiences
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e Temporal Limitations: Data collection occurred over a specific period and may not reflect
seasonal variations in crime patterns

e Language Barriers: Some respondents may have had difficulty understanding questionnaire
items

Conclusion

Community policing demonstrates potential as an effective approach to address various crimes,
disorders, and antisocial behaviour in Kaduna Metropolis. The evidence suggests moderate to
high effectiveness in crime reduction and community engagement. However, the mixed
findings regarding public preference for conventional police versus community policing
highlight the complexity of security provision in urban Nigeria.

The findings suggest that increasing public awareness and government support could
significantly enhance community policing effectiveness. While community policing shows
promise, it requires substantial institutional support, adequate resources, and comprehensive
public education to achieve its full potential.

Recommendations
Based on the study findings, the following prioritized recommendations are proposed:

e Government Intervention: Various levels of government should prioritize community
policing through policy review, adequate equipment provision, and sustained funding
mechanisms.

e Public Awareness Campaigns: Comprehensive public enlightenment programs should be
implemented to educate community members about community policing operations, structures,
and services.

e Enhanced Recruitment Standards: Recruitment should include minimum educational
requirements to ensure officers can operate effectively within legal frameworks. Police
academy training should expand beyond arrest procedures to include community organizing,
conflict resolution, and educational skills.

e Structural Reforms: Police departments need more decentralized structures to allow better
community deployment and more effective response to citizens. A flatter rank structure would
improve field performance while civilian involvement in auxiliary functions could strengthen
community ties.
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